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	Vernon God Little 
	0156029987
	DBC Pierre
	When sixteen kids are shot on high school grounds, everyone looks for someone to blame. Meet Vernon Little, under arrest at the sheriff's office, a teenager wearing nothing but yesterday's underwear and his prized logo sneakers. Moments after the shooter, his best buddy, turns the gun on himself, Vernon is pinned as an accomplice. Out for revenge are the townspeople, the cable news networks, and Deputy Vaine Gurie, a woman whose zeal for the Pritikin diet is eclipsed only by her appetite for barbecued ribs from the Bar-B-Chew Barn. So Vernon does what any red-blooded American teenager would do; he takes off for Mexico. 
Vernon God Little is a provocatively satirical, riotously funny look at violence, materialism, and the American media.
	Canongate Books
	4

	
	
	Brick Lane
	0743243315
	Monica Ali
	After an arranged marriage to Chanu, a man twenty years older, Nazneen is taken to London, leaving her home and heart in the Bangladeshi village where she was born. Her new world is full of mysteries. How can she cross the road without being hit by a car (an operation akin to dodging raindrops in the monsoon)? What is the secret of her bullying neighbor Mrs. Islam? What is a Hell's Angel? And how must she comfort the nave and disillusioned Chanu? 

As a good Muslim girl, Nazneen struggles to not question why things happen. She submits, as she must, to Fate and devotes herself to her husband and daughters. Yet to her amazement, she begins an affair with a handsome young radical, and her erotic awakening throws her old certainties into chaos. 

Monica Ali's splendid novel is about journeys both external and internal, where the marvellous and the terrifying spiral together.
	Doubleday
	1

	
	
	Oryx and Crake
	0385721676
	Margaret Atwood
	A stunning and provocative new novel by the internationally celebrated author of The Blind Assassin, winner of the Booker Prize 

Margaret Atwood’s new novel is so utterly compelling, so prescient, so relevant, so terrifyingly-all-too-likely-to-be-true, that readers may find their view of the world forever changed after reading it. 

This is Margaret Atwood at the absolute peak of her powers. For readers of Oryx and Crake, nothing will ever look the same again. 

The narrator of Atwood's riveting novel calls himself Snowman. When the story opens, he is sleeping in a tree, wearing an old bedsheet, mourning the loss of his beloved Oryx and his best friend Crake, and slowly starving to death. He searches for supplies in a wasteland where insects proliferate and pigoons and wolvogs ravage the pleeblands, where ordinary people once lived, and the Compounds that sheltered the extraordinary. As he tries to piece together what has taken place, the narrative shifts to decades earlier. How did everything fall apart so quickly? Why is he left with nothing but his haunting memories? Alone except for the green-eyed Children of Crake, who think of him as a kind of monster, he explores the answers to these questions in the double journey he takes — into his own past, and back to Crake's high-tech bubble-dome, where the Paradice Project unfolded and the world came to grief. 

With breathtaking command of her shocking material, and with her customary sharp wit and dark humour, Atwood projects us into an outlandish yet wholly believable realm populated by characters who will continue to inhabit our dreams long after the last chapter. This is Margaret Atwood at the absolute peak of her powers.
	Bloomsbury
	2

	
	
	The Good Doctor
	0802117643
	Damon Galgut
	A taut, intense tale of the dashed hopes of the post-apartheid era and the small betrayals that doom a friendship, "The Good Doctor is an extraordinary parable of the corruption of the flesh and spirit. It assures Damon Galgut's place as a major international talent. When Laurence Waters arrives at his new post at a deserted rural hospital, staff physician Frank Eloff is instantly suspicious. Laurence is everything Frank is not--young, optimistic, and full of big ideas. The whole town is beset with new arrivals and the return of old faces. Frank reestablishes a liaison with a woman, one which will have unexpected consequences. A self-made dictator from apartheid days is rumored to be active in cross-border smuggling and a group of soldiers has moved in to track him, led by a man from Frank's own dark past. Laurence sees only possibilities--but in a world where the past is demanding restitution from the present, his ill-starred idealism cannot last.
	Atlantic Books
	6

	
	
	Notes on a Scandal
	0141012250
	Zoe Heller
	A lonely schoolteacher reveals more than she intends when she records the story of her best friend's affair with a pupil in this sly, insightful novel 
Schoolteacher Barbara Covett has led a solitary existence; aside from her cat, Portia, she has few friends and no intimates. When Sheba Hart joins St. George's as the new art teacher, Barbara senses the possibility of a new friendship. It begins with lunches and continues with regular invitations to meals with Sheba's seemingly close-knit family. But as Barbara and Sheba's relationship develops, another does as well: Sheba has begun a passionate affair with an underage male student. When it comes to light and Sheba falls prey to the inevitable media circus, Barbara decides to write an account in her freind's defense--an account that reveals not only Sheba's secrets but her own. 
"What Was She Thinking? is a story of repression and passion, envy and complacence, friendship and loneliness. A complex psychological portrait framed as a wicked satire, it is by turns funny, poignant, and sinister. With it, Zoe Heller surpasses the promise of her critically acclaimed first novel, "Everything You Know.
	Viking Penguin
	5

	
	
	Astonishing Splashes of Colour
	0954130324
	Clare Morrall
	Booker finalist Astonishing Splashes of Colour takes its title from J. M. Barrie's description of Peter Pan's Neverland. It follows the life of Kitty, a woman who, in a sense, has never grown up. She lives an improvised life reviewing children's books, visiting her husband who lives in the apartment next door, and fostering a growing obsession to replace her lost child. 

Kitty's strong, appealing personality drives this novel, as she relates her story in a jumbled state of consciousness. Her moods swing dramatically from high to low and are illuminated by an unusual ability to interpret people and emotions through colour. Kitty struggles to uncover the secrets of her childhood from her father and brothers, but their revelations threaten to overwhelm her tenuous hold on reality, leaving the reader feeling both sympathetic and horrified with her impetuous journey into madness. Skillful, unsentimental, fresh, and original, this is a sparkling debut by a writer of exceptional talent. 
	Tindal Street Press
	3
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	Life of Pi
	0156027321
	Yann Martel
	The son of a zookeeper, Pi Patel has an encyclopedic knowledge of animal behavior and a fervent love of stories. When Pi is sixteen, his family emigrates from India to North America aboard a Japanese cargo ship, along with their zoo animals bound for new homes. 
The ship sinks. Pi finds himself alone in a lifeboat, his only companions a hyena, an orangutan, a wounded zebra, and Richard Parker, a 450-pound Bengal tiger. Soon the tiger has dispatched all but Pi, whose fear, knowledge, and cunning allow him to coexist with Richard Parker for 227 days while lost at sea. When they finally reach the coast of Mexico, Richard Parker flees to the jungle, never to be seen again. The Japanese authorities who interrogate Pi refuse to believe his story and press him to tell them "the truth." After hours of coercion, Pi tells a second story, a story much less fantastical, much more conventional--but is it more true?
	Canongate
	2

	
	
	Family Matters
	037570342x


	Rohinton Mistry
	When Rohinton Mistry’s A Fine Balance was published in 1995, it was hailed as “a masterpiece of illumination and grace” (The Guardian, London), and the New York Times said of Mistry himself: “He needs no infusions of magic realism to vivify the real.  The real world, through his eyes, is magical enough.”  Now, with Family Matters, Mistry gives us a novel that confirms him as a writer whose work is “worthy of the nineteenth-century masters” (Time).

The setting is Bombay, mid-1990s.  Nariman Vakeel, suffering from Parkinson’s disease, is the elderly patriarch of a small discordant family.  In a building called Chateau Felicity, he and his two middle-aged stepchildren—Coomy, bitter and domineering, and her just-younger brother, Jal, mild-mannered and acquiescent—occupy a once-elegant apartment whose ruin is progressing as rapidly as Nariman’s disease.  Coomy has “rules to govern every aspect of [Nariman’s] shrunken life,” but even she cannot keep him from his evening walks.  When he stumbles and breaks an ankle (fulfilling one of Coomy’s nagging prophecies), she has hardly said “I told you so” before she is plotting to turn his round-the-clock care over to her younger, sweet-tempered half sister.  Roxana, her husband, and their two sons live in an already overcrowded apartment, but Coomy knows that Roxana will not refuse her.  What Coomy cannot know is that she has set in motion a great unraveling (and an unexpected repair) of the family—and a revelation of its deeply love-torn past.

Family Matters is a story of familial love and obligation, of memory’s ability to keep truth alive, and of the danger of memory denied.  At once sweeping and intimate, comic and tragic, it is a kaleidoscopic, profoundly affecting saga of home and heart.
	Faber & Faber
	3

	
	
	Unless
	0007154615
	Carol Shields
	"I'm not interested, the way some people are, in being sad. I've had a look, and there's nothing down that road. Well now! What about the ripping sound behind my eyes, the starchy tearing of fabric, end to end; what about the need I have to curl up my knees when I sleep?" 

For all of her life, 44 year old Reta Winters has enjoyed the useful monotony of happiness: a loving family, good friends, growing success as a writer of light 'summertime' fiction. But this placid existence is cracked wide open when her beloved eldest daughter, Norah, drops out to sit on a gritty street corner, silent but for the sign around her neck that reads 'GOODNESS.' Reta's search for what drove her daughter to such a desperate statement turns into an unflinching and surprisingly funny meditation on where we find meaning and hope. 

Warmth, passion and wisdom come together in Shields' remarkably supple prose. Unless, a harrowing but ultimately consoling story of one family's anguish and healing, proves her mastery of extraordinary fictions about ordinary life. 
	Fourth Estate
	4

	
	
	The Story of Lucy Gault
	014200331x
	William Trevor
	From the award-winning author of Felicia's Journey and My House in Umbria, a new novel that "may well be his masterpiece" (Philadelphia Inquirer). 

The stunning new novel from highly acclaimed author William Trevor is a brilliant, subtle, and moving story of love, guilt, and forgiveness. The Gault family leads a life of privilege in early 1920s Ireland, but the threat of violence leads the parents of nine-year-old Lucy to decide to leave for England, her mother's home. Lucy cannot bear the thought of leaving Lahardane, their country house with its beautiful land and nearby beach, and a dog she has befriended. On the day before they are to leave, Lucy runs away, hoping to convince her parents to stay. Instead, she sets off a series of tragic misunderstandings that affect all of Lahardane's inhabitants for the rest of their lives. 
	Viking
	5

	
	
	Fingersmith
	1573229725
	Sarah Waters
	From the author of the New York Times Notable Book Tipping the Velvet and the award-winning Affinity: a spellbinding, twisting tale of a great swindle, of fortunes and hearts won and lost, set in Victorian London among a family of thieves. 

Sue Trinder is an orphan, left as an infant in the care of Mrs. Sucksby, a "baby farmer," who raised her with unusual tenderness, as if Sue were her own. Mrs. Sucksby's household, with its fussy babies calmed with doses of gin, also hosts a transient family of petty thieves — fingersmiths — for whom this house in the heart of a mean London slum is home. 

One day, the most beloved thief of all arrives — Gentleman, a somewhat elegant con man, who carries with him an enticing proposition for Sue: If she wins a position as the maid to Maud Lilly, a naïve gentlewoman, and aids Gentleman in her seduction, then they will all share in Maud's vast inheritance. Once the inheritance is secured, Maud will be left to live out her days in a mental hospital. With dreams of paying back the kindness of her adopted family, Sue agrees to the plan. Once in, however, Sue begins to pity her helpless mark and care for Maud Lilly in unexpected ways....But no one and nothing is as it seems in this Dickensian novel of thrills and surprises. 

The New York Times Book Review has called Sarah Waters a writer of "consummate skill" and The Seattle Times has praised her work as "gripping, astute fiction that feeds the mind and the senses." Fingersmith marks a major leap forward in this young and brilliant career. 
	Virago
	1

	
	
	Dirt Music
	0743228480
	Tim Winton
	Luther Fox, a loner, haunted by his past, makes his living as an illegal fisherman -- a shamateur. Before everyone in his family was killed in a freak rollover, he grew melons and played guitar in the family band. Robbed of all that, he has turned his back on music. There's too much emotion in it, too much memory and pain. 

One morning Fox is observed poaching by Georgie Jutland. Chance, or a kind of willed recklessness, has brought Georgie into the life and home of Jim Buckridge, the most prosperous fisherman in the area and a man who loathes poachers, Fox above all. But she's never fully settled into Jim's grand house on the water or into the inbred community with its history of violent secrets. After Georgie encounters Fox, her tentative hold on conventional life is severed. Neither of them would call it love, but they can't stay away from each other no matter how dangerous it is -- and out on White Point it is very dangerous. 

Set in the dramatic landscape of Western Australia, Dirt Music is a love story about people stifled by grief and regret; a novel about the odds of breaking with the past and about the lure of music. Dirt music, Fox tells Georgie, is "anything you can play on a verandah or porch, without electricity." Even in the wild, Luther cannot escape it. There is, he discovers, no silence in nature. 

Ambitious, perfectly calibrated, Dirt Music resonates with suspense and supercharged emotion -- and it confirms Tim Winton's status as the preeminent Australian novelist of his generation. 
	Picador
	6
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	True History of the Kelly Gang
	0375724672
	Peter Carey
	Out of nineteenth-century Australia rides a hero of his people and a man for all nations, in this masterpiece by the Booker Prize-winning author of Oscar and Lucinda and Jack Maggs. Exhilarating, hilarious, panoramic, and immediately engrossing, it is also — at a distance of many thousand miles and more than a century — a Great American Novel. 

This is Ned Kelly's true confession, in his own words and written on the run for an infant daughter he has never seen. To the authorities, this son of dirt-poor Irish immigrants was a born thief and, ultimately, a cold-blooded murderer; to most other Australians, he was a scapegoat and patriot persecuted by "English" landlords and their agents. 

With his brothers and two friends, Kelly eluded a massive police manhunt for twenty months, living by his wits and strong heart, supplementing his bushwhacking skills with ingenious bank robberies while enjoying the support of most everyone not in uniform. He declined to flee overseas when he could, bound to win his jailed mother's freedom by any means possible, including his own surrender. In the end, however, she served out her sentence in the same Melbourne prison where, in 1880, her son was hanged. 

Still his country's most powerful legend, Ned Kelly is here chiefly a man in full: devoted son, loving husband, fretful father, and loyal friend, now speaking as if from the grave. With this mythic outlaw and the story of his mighty travails and exploits, and with all the force of a classic Western, Peter Carey has breathed life into a historical figure who transcends all borders and embodies tragedy, perseverance, and freedom. 
	Faber & Faber
	6

	
	
	Atonement
	038572179x
	Ian McEwan
	Ian McEwan, Booker Prize-winning author of Amsterdam, has created a symphonic novel of love and war, childhood and class, guilt and forgiveness that provides all the satisfaction of a brilliant narrative combined with the provocation we have come to expect from this master of English prose. 

On a hot summer day in 1935, thirteen-year-old Briony Tallis witnesses a moment's flirtation between her older sister, Cecilia, and Robbie Turner, the son of a servant and Cecilia's childhood friend. But Briony's incomplete grasp of adult motives — together with her precocious literary gifts — forces a situation that will change the course of their lives. As it follows that event's repercussions through the chaos and carnage of World War II and into the close of the twentieth century, Atonement engages the reader on every conceivable level, with an ease and authority that mark it as a genuine masterpiece. 
	Jonathan Cape
	1

	
	
	Oxygen
	0156027402
	Andrew Miller
	It is the summer of 1997. Alec Valentine is returning to England to care for his ailing mother, Alice, a task that only reinforces his deep sense of inadequacy. In San Francisco, his older brother Larry prepares to come home as well, preoccupied with an acting career that is sliding toward sleaze and a marriage that is faltering. In Paris, on the other hand, the Hungarian playwright L szlo L z r seems to have it all--critical acclaim, a loving boyfriend, and a close circle of friends--yet even he is haunted by guilt and tragedy. For each of them the time has come to assess the turns taken, the opportunities missed. And for each there will be one last chance to break free from the past and find redemption in a moment of clarity and courage. Andrew Miller has given us an intimate, compelling meditation that evokes an extraordinary range of emotions and insights--Oxygen lives and breathes beyond the final page.
	Sceptre
	3

	
	
	number9dream
	0812966929
	David Mitchell
	Number9Dream is the international literary sensation from a writer with astonishing range and imaginative energy—an intoxicating ride through Tokyo’s dark underworlds and the even more mysterious landscapes of our collective dreams. 

David Mitchell follows his eerily precocious, globe-striding first novel, Ghostwritten, with a work that is in its way even more ambitious. In outward form, Number9Dream is a Dickensian coming-of-age journey: Young dreamer Eiji Miyake, from remote rural Japan, thrust out on his own by his sister’s death and his mother’s breakdown, comes to Tokyo in pursuit of the father who abandoned him. Stumbling around this strange, awesome city, he trips over and crosses—through a hidden destiny or just monstrously bad luck—a number of its secret power centers. Suddenly, the riddle of his father’s identity becomes just one of the increasingly urgent questions Eiji must answer. Why is the line between the world of his experiences and the world of his dreams so blurry? Why do so many horrible things keep happening to him? What is it about the number 9? To answer these questions, and ultimately to come to terms with his inheritance, Eiji must somehow acquire an insight into the workings of history and fate that would be rare in anyone, much less in a boy from out of town with a price on his head and less than the cost of a Beatles disc to his name.
	Sceptre
	5

	
	
	The Dark Room
	0375726322
	Rachel Seiffert
	Rachel Seiffert's absorbing, internationally acclaimed debut explores the modern German psyche through the experiences of three ordinary people. 

At the onset of World War II, a young photographer's assistant is kept out of the war due to a physical disability, and instead spends his time capturing on film the changing temper of Berlin, the city he loves. Just weeks after Germany's surrender, a teenage girl whose parents have been taken into allied custody leads her siblings on a harrowing journey to find their grandmother. And two generations after the war, a teacher searches for the reason why the Russians imprisoned his beloved grandfather. Evoking the experiences of the individual with astonishing emotional depth and psychological acuity, The Dark Room develops a portrait of the twentieth century in all its drama and complexity. 
	Heinemann
	4

	
	
	Hotel World
	0385722109
	Ali Smith
	Five people: four are living; three are strangers; two are sisters; one, a teenage hotel chambermaid, has fallen to her death in a dumbwaiter. But her spirit lingers in the world, straining to recall things she never knew. And one night all five women find themselves in the smooth, plush environs of the Global Hotel, where the intersection of their very different fates makes for this playful, defiant, and richly inventive novel. 

Forget room service: this is a riotous elegy, a deadpan celebration of colliding worlds, and a spirited defense of love. Blending incisive wit with surprising compassion, Hotel World is a wonderfully invigorating, life-affirming book. 


	Hamish Hamilton
	2
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	The Blind Assassin
	B00014SKNE
	Margaret Atwood
	The Blind Assassin opens with these simple, resonant words: Ten days after the war ended, my sister Laura drove a car off a bridge. They are spoken by Iris, whose terse account of her sister's death in 1945 is followed by an inquest report proclaiming the death accidental. But just as the reader expects to settle into Laura's story, Atwood introduces a novel-within-a-novel. Entitled The Blind Assassin, it is a science fiction story told by two unnamed lovers who meet in dingy backstreet rooms. When we return to Iris, it is through a 1947 newspaper article announcing the discovery of a sailboat carrying the dead body of her husband, a distinguished industrialist. Brilliantly weaving together such seemingly disparate elements, Atwood creates a world of astonishing vision and unforgettable impact.
	Bloomsbury
	1

	
	
	The Hiding Place
	0802138594
	Trezza Azzopardi
	This exceptional novel about family, love, and the innocence and terror of childhood was one of the most applauded and auspicious debuts of the last year. Compared by reviewers to Angela's Ashes and Wuthering Heights, The Hiding Place was the only debut work to be shortlisted for England's prestigious Booker Prize -- in the company of Kazuo Ishiguro and Margaret Atwood -- and went on to become a universally praised U.S. national best-seller. Set in a Maltese immigrant community in Cardiff, Wales, and peopled with sharp-edged, luminously drawn characters, The Hiding Place is the story of Frankie Gauci, his wife, Mary, and their six daughters. With her "unusual gift for letting her characters' interior lives come forth" (The Atlanta Journal-Constitution), Azzopardi chronicles Frankie's unforgivable betrayal: gambling away his family's livelihood and eventually the family itself. The Gaucis' story is seen through the eyes of Dolores, the youngest daughter and the embodiment of bad luck in her father's estimation, condemned to bear the mark of a family that is rapidly singeing at the edges. Dolores presents an unsparing portrayal of the fear and hopelessness of childhood amid grim poverty and neglect, of children growing up without safety nets and on sunken foundations. Sustained by a tightrope tension and a stark, youthful wisdom, The Hiding Place conjures the coarse sensuality of life among the docks, the smoky cafes and bars, the crumbling homes and gambling rooms of Tiger Bay. "Astonishing and iridescent" (The Times, London), The Hiding Place is a mesmerizing exploration of how family, like fire, can shift suddenly from something that provides light and warmth to a dangerous conflagration, sparing no one in its path. "A harrowing and remarkably self-assured first novel [that] possesses all the immediacy and emotional power of a memoir...." -- Michiko Kakutani, The New York Times
	Picador
	2

	
	
	The Keepers of Truth
	0743218035
	Michael Collins
	The last of a manufacturing dynasty in a dying industrial town, Bill lives alone in the family mansion and works for the Truth, the moribund local paper. He yearns to write long philosophical pieces about the American dream gone sour, not the flaccid write-ups of bake-off contests demanded by the Truth. Then, old man Lawton goes missing, and suspicion fixes on his son, Ronny. Paradoxically, the specter of violent death breathes new life into the town. For Bill, a deeper and more disturbing involvement with the Lawtons ensues. The Lawton murder and the obsessions it awakes in the town come to symbolize the mood of a nation on the edge. Compulsively readable, The Keepers of Truth startles both with its insights and with Collins's powerful, incisive writing.
	Phoenix House
	4

	
	
	When we were Orphans
	057120516x
	Kazuo Ishiguro
	The maze of human memory –the ways in which we accommodate and alter it, deceive and deliver ourselves with it – is territory that Kazuo Ishiguro has made his own.  In his previous novels. He has explored this inner world and its manifestations in the lives of his characters with rare inventiveness and subtlety, shrewd humor and insight.  In When We Were Orphans, his first novel in five years, he returns to this terrain in a brilliantly realized story that illuminates the power of one’s past to determine the present.

Christopher Banks, an English boy born in early twentieth-century Shanghai, is orphaned at age nine when his mother and father both vanish under suspicious circumstances.  Sent to live in England, he grows up to become a renowned detective and, more than twenty years later, returns to Shanghai, where the Sino-Japanese War is raging, to solve the mystery of the disappearances.  

The story is straightforward.  It’s telling is remarkable.  Christopher’s voice is controlled, detailed, and detached, it’s precision unsurprising in someone who has devoted his life to the examination of details and the rigors of objective thought.  But within the layers of his narrative is slowly revealed what he can’t, or won’t, see: that his memory, despite what he wants to believe, is not unaffected by his childhood tragedies; that his powers of perception, the heralded clarity of his vision, can be blinding as well as enlightening; and that the simplest desires – a child’s for his parents, a man’s for understanding – may give rise to the most complicated truths.

A masterful combination of narrative control and soaring imagination, When We Were Orphans, is Kazuo Ishiguro at his best.
	Faber & Faber
	5

	
	
	English Passengers
	0241140684
	Matthew Kneale
	When Captain Illiam Quillian Kewley and his band of rum smugglers from the Isle of Man have most of their contraband – but not all – confiscated by British Customs, they are forced to put their ship Sincerity up for charter.  The only takers are two eccentric Englishmen who want to embark for the other side of the globe. 

The Reverend Geoffrey Wilson believes the Garden of Eden was on the island of Tasmania.  His traveling partner, Doctor Thomas Potter, unbeknownst to Wilson, is developing a revolutionary and sinister theory of his own, about the races of men.  And these passengers are perhaps only slightly more odd than the crew itself, a diverse and lively bunch better equipped to entertain one another than to steer Sincerity around Cape Horn and across the Indian Ocean.  Yet they set sail, pointed southward, and bound for a thrilling, epic romp across the high seas and cultures of the nineteenth century.

Meanwhile, an aboriginal in Tasmania named Peevay recounts his people’s struggles against the invading British, who prove as lethal in their good intentions as in their cruelty.  This is no Eden but a world of hunting parties and colonial ethnic cleansing.  As the English passengers haplessly approach Peevay’s land, their bizarre notions ever more painfully at odds with reality, we know a mighty collision is looming.  

Full of dangerous humor, English Passengers combines wit, adventure, and harrowing historical detail in a mesmerizing display of storytelling.  Narrated by over twenty different characters, each one so distinct that the reader has the sense of a story not so much told as dazzlingly peopled, Matthew Kneale has created a buoyant tale, beautifully presented in a storm of voices that brings a past age to vivid and memorable life.
	Hamish Hamilton
	6

	
	
	The Deposition of Father McGreevy
	1900850486
	Brian O’Doherty
	The engrossing story of an isolated mountain village in County Kerry where all the women are mysteriously dying, leaving the priest, Father McGreevy, to cope with insoluble problems. He struggles to preserve what remains of his parish, against the rough mountain elements and the grief and superstitions of his people, and the growing distrust of the town below. Filled with grace and poetry yet exploring the locus of misfortune and the very nature of evil.
	Arcadia
	3
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	Disgrace
	0140296409
	J.M. Coetzee
	From the author of Waiting for the Barbarians and the Booker-Prize-winning Life & Times of Michael K, a dazzling new novel – his first in five years. 

Disgrace – set in post-apartheid Cape Town and on a remote farm in the Eastern Cape – is deft, lean, quiet, and brutal. A heartbreaking novel about a man and his daughter, Disgrace is a portrait of the new South Africa that is ultimately about grace and love. 

At fifty-two Professor David Lurie is divorced, filled with desire but lacking in passion. An affair with one of his students leaves him jobless and friendless. Except for his daughter, Lucy, who works her smallholding with her neighbor, Petrus, an African farmer now on the way to a modest prosperity. David's attempts to relate to Lucy, and to a society with new racial complexities, are disrupted by an afternoon of violence that changes him and his daughter in ways he could never have foreseen. In this wry, visceral, yet strangely tender novel, Coetzee once again tells "truths [that] cut to the bone." The New York Times Book Review 
	Secker & Warburg
	3

	
	
	Fasting, Feasting
	0701168943
	Anita Desai
	Fasting, Feasting takes on Anita Desai's greatest theme: the intricate, delicate web of family conflict. It tells the moving story of Uma, the plain older daughter of an Indian family, tied to the household of her childhood and tending to her parents' every extravagant demand; and of her younger brother, Arun, bewildered by his new life in college and the suburbs of Massachusetts From the overpowering warmth of Indian culture to the cool center of the American family, Desai captures the physical and emotional fasting and feasting that define two distinct cultures.
	Chatto & Windus
	4

	
	
	Headlong
	0571201474
	Michael Frayn
	An unlikely con man wagers wife, wealth, and sanity in pursuit of an elusive Old Master. 
Invited to dinner by the boorish local landowner, Martin Clay, an easily distracted philosopher, and his art-historian wife are asked to assess three dusty paintings blocking the draught from the chimney. But hiding beneath the soot is nothing less-Martin believes-than a lost work by Bruegel. So begins a hilarious trail of lies and concealments, desperate schemes and soaring hopes as Martin, betting all that he owns and much that he doesn't, embarks on a quest to prove his hunch, win his wife over, and separate the painting from its owner. 
In Headlong, Michael Frayn, "the master of what is seriously funny" (Anthony Burgess), offers a procession of superbly realized characters, from the country squire gone to seed to his giddy, oversexed young wife. All are burdened by human muddle and human cravings; all are searching for a moral compass as they grapple with greed, folly, and desire. And at the heart of the clamor is Breugel's vision, its dark tones warning of the real risks of temptation and obsession. 
With this new novel, Michael Frayn has given us entertainment of the highest order. Supremely wise and wickedly funny, Headlong elevates Frayn into the front rank of contemporary novelists.
	Faber & Faber
	6

	
	
	Our Fathers
	0156012022
	Andrew O’Hagan
	Hugh Bawn was a modern hero, a dreamer, a Socialist, a man of the people who revolutionized Scotland's residential development after World War II. Now he lies dying on the eighteenth floor of one of the flats he built, flats that are being demolished along with the idealism he inherited from his mother. Hugh's final months are plagued by memory and loss, by bitter feelings about his family and the country that could not live up to the housing constructed for it. His grandson, Jamie, comes home to watch over his dying mentor and sees in the man and in the land that bred him his own fears. He tells the story of his family-a tale of pride and delusion, of nationality and strong drink, of Catholic faith and the end of the old Left. It is a tale of dark hearts and modern houses, of three men in search of Utopia. Andrew O'Hagan's story is a poignant and powerful reclamation of the past and a clear-sighted look at our relationship with personal and public history. Our Fathers announces the arrival of a major writer.
	Faber & Faber
	2

	
	
	The Map of Love
	0385720114
	Ahdaf Soueif
	Spanning the continents and the course of a century, The Map of Love traces a transcendent cross-cultural love affair back to its dramatic precursor generations earlier.  Isabel Parkman, a divorced American journalist, has fallen in love with a gifted and difficult Egyptian-American conductor.  Shadowing her romance is the courtship of her great-grandparents Anna and Sharif nearly one hundred years before.

In 1990 the recently widowed Anna Winterbourne left England for Egypt, an outpost of the Empire roiling with political sentiment,  She soon found herself enraptured by the real Egypt and in love with Sharif Pasha al-Baroudi, an Egyptian nationalist.  When Isabel, in an attempt to discover the truth behind her heritage, reenacts Anna’s excursion to Egypt, the story of her great-grandparents  unravels before her, revealing startling parallels to her own life.

Combining the romance and intricate narrative of a nineteenth-century novel with a very modern sense of culture and politics—both sexual and international—Ahdaf Soueif has created a thoroughly seductive and mesmerizing tale.
	Bloomsbury
	1

	
	
	The Blackwater Lightship
	0743203313
	Colm Toibin
	It is Ireland in the early 1990s. Helen, her mother, Lily, and her grandmother, Dora have come together to tend to Helen's brother, Declan, who is dying of AIDS. With Declan's two friends, the six of them are forced to plumb the shoals of their own histories and to come to terms with each other. 

Shortlisted for the Booker Prize, The Blackwater Lightship is a deeply resonant story about three generations of an estranged family reuniting to mourn an untimely death. In spare, luminous prose, Colm Tóibín explores the nature of love and the complex emotions inside a family at war with itself. Hailed as "a genuine work of art" (Chicago Tribune), this is a novel about the capacity of stories to heal the deepest wounds. 

Review: 
"An exceptionally fine piece of writing....It's a measure of Tóibín’s craft that he can sustain his honest, steady gaze on the enigma of life." Globe and Mail 


	Picador
	5
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	Amsterdam
	0385494246
	Ian McEwan
	On a chilly February day, two old friends meet in the throng outside a London crematorium to pay their last respects to Molly Lane. Both Clive Linley and Vernon Halliday had been Molly's lovers in the days before they reached their current eminence: Clive is Britain's most successful modern composer, and Vernon is editor of the newspaper The Judge. Gorgeous, feisty Molly had other lovers, too, notably Julian Garmony, Foreign Secretary, a notorious right-winger tipped to be the next prime minister. 

In the days that follow Molly's funeral, Clive and Vernon will make a pact with consequences that neither could have foreseen. Each will make a disastrous moral decision, their friendship will be tested to its limits, and Julian Garmony will be fighting for his political life. A sharp contemporary morality tale, cleverly disguised as a comic novel, Amsterdam is "as sheerly enjoyable a book as one is likely to pick up this year" (The Washington Post Book World). 
	Cape
	3

	
	
	Master Georgie
	078670697x
	Beryl Bainbridge
	“Many writers are drawn to the historical novel but few have risen to the task with more ingenuity than Beryl Bainbridge…”

- New York Times Book Review

Master Georgie—George Hardy, a surgeon and amateur photographer—stands at the center of this intense, searing, unsettling novel that takes him from a comfortable life in prosperous nineteenth century Liverpool to the battlefield at Inkerman and the horrors of the Crimean War.  His story begins and ends in front of a camera, but Master Georgie is more than the subject of a photograph.

Three voices record the series of strange events, bad judgments, good intentions, and ill luck that shape the destiny of Master Georgie.  There is Myrtle, a foundling rescued by an accident of fate that secures her an ambiguous position in the Hardy household.  There is Pompey Jones, a resourceful street boy, then a fire-eater, and finally a photographer’s assistant.  There is the pompous, melancholy Dr. Potter who studies  the classics and the new science of Darwin no less than he ponders the singular misadventure in a Liverpool brothel that has so ominously linked his fortune with that of a servant girl, a scamp, and his brother-in-law, Master Georgie.

Disclosures of the troubled and enigmatic Master Georgie’s hidden life unfold in the course of the eight=year journey that ultimately exposes him and his unlikely companions to the grim experiences of epidemic cholera, military slaughter, and surgical butchery.  On November 5, 1854, on a battlefield, where, after only seven hours, the battle for the Crimea is lost and won, that journey ends.
	Duckworth
	4

	
	
	England England
	0375405828
	Julian Barnes
	“A treasure chest of wordplay, ironic imagery and gemlike phrasing that’s sure to amuse.”     —The Wall Street Journal

Imagine an Englad where all the pubs are quaint, where the Windsors behave themselves (mostly), where the cliffs of Dover are actually white, and where Robin Hood and his merry men really are merry.  This is precisely what visionary tycoon Sir Jack Pitman seeks to accomplish on the Isle of Wight, a “destination” where tourists can find replicas of Big Ben (half size), Princess Di’s grave, and even Harrod’s (conveniently located inside the Tower of London).

Martha Cochrane, hired as one of Sir Jack’s resident “no-people,” ably assists him in realizing his dream.  But when this land of make-believe gradually gets horribly and hilariously out of hand, Martha develops her own vision of the perfect England.  Julian Barnes delights us with a novel that is at once a philosophical inquiry, a burst of mischief, and a moving elegy about authenticity and nationality.
	Cape
	1

	
	
	The Industry of Souls
	0312242034
	Martin Booth
	The Industry of Souls is the story of Alexander Bayliss, a British citizen who was wrongfully arrested for espionage by the KGB in the 1950s and was sentenced to 25 years of hard labor in the work camps of Siberia. Eventually freed in the 1970s, he decides not to return to the West - a world he barely remembers and to which he no longer belongs - and instead finds his way to a small Russian village where he becomes a much beloved school master. 


Now, on the day of his 80th birthday, communism has evaporated and Russia is changed. This moving story weaves from this momentous day to his harrowing past in the camp and his life in the village. And in the end, he is presented with a choice, perhaps for the first time in his life... 


Martin Booth's brilliantly crafted novel is a celebration of life in the face of death, of humanity in the midst of a system that robs men of their dignity. It stands as a mature and profound exploration of the meaning of freedom and the essence of human friendship. 
	Dewi Lewis
	2

	
	
	Breakfast on Pluto
	0060931582
	Patrick McCabe
	Patrick McCabe blew critics and readers away with his novel The Butcher Boy, the story of Francie Brady, a working-class boy in Northern Ireland whose life becomes a violent storm. That novel won the 1992 Irish Times-Aer Lingus Award and was nominated for Britain's Booker Prize. McCabe has returned to Northern Ireland with his new novel, Breakfast on Pluto, which in its own zany way is an Irish Breakfast at Tiffany's, with a goodly dose of "The Crying Game" thrown in. Starring Patrick "Pussy" Braden, a woman in a man's body who knows how to make magic in the squalid world around her, Breakfast on Pluto is a literary event. McCabe is truly coming into his own, and this new book is wild and wonderful.
	Picador
	6

	
	
	The Restraint of Beasts
	0684865114
	Magnus Mills
	CHOSEN AS ONE OF THE BEST NOVELS OF 1998 BY THE LOS ANGELES TIMES AND WINNER OF ENGLAND'S MCKITTERICK PRICE 

This award-winning literary tour de force, shortlisted for both the Whitbread and the Booker prizes, tells the captivating tale of three men: Tam and Richie, good Scots lads at heart who have turned loafing into an art form, and their ever exasperated English foreman. Carefully laid plans go haywire from the start, and as they cover their tracks the best they can, the hapless trio heads south from Scotland to do a job in England, where they find that their reputation has preceded them, to say the least. 

This outrageous and brilliant tale is riveting from beginning to end, introducing a magnetic new voice. 
	Flamingo
	5
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	A God of Small Things
	0060977493
	Arundhati Roy
	Southern India 1969. Here, armed only with the invincible innocence of children, Rahel and Esthappen fashion a childhood for themselves in the shade of the wreck that is their family: their lonely, lovely mother, who loves by night the same man her children adore by day...their blind grandmother, who plays Handel on her violin...their beloved uncle, A Rhodes Scholar pickle baron, radical Marxist, bottom-pincher...their enemy, an ex-nun and incumbent grandaunt...and the ghost of an imperial entomologist's moth. But when their English cousin and her mother arrive for a Christmas visit, the twins learn that things can change in an instant, that lives can twist into new, ugly shapes, even cease forever. The brilliantly plotted story uncoils with an agonizing sense of foreboding and inevitability. Yet nothing prepares you for what lies at the heart of it.
	Flamingo
	1

	
	
	Quarantine
	0312199511
	Jim Crace
	Winner of the Whitbread Novel of the Year and a Booker finalist: a controversial novel of faith and mystery about a group of desert travellers and their encounter with Jesus

Quarantine is Jim Crace's imaginative and powerful retelling of Christ's fabled 40-day fast in the desert. In Crace's account, Jesus travels to a cluster of arid caves where he crosses paths with a small group of exiles who are on a pilgrimage to find redemption. One wealthy and manipulative quarantiner recognizes characteristics in Christ that he believes are divine. Evoking the strangeness and beauty of the desert landscape, Crace provocatively interprets one of our most important stories.
	Viking
	3

	
	
	The Underground Man
	0140274375
	Mick Jackson
	“Since I was a boy I have periodically suffered from the irrational fear that I am on the verge of fatal collapse.  I think I am right in saying that it is my mind which is chiefly to blame.”

So writes the Duke of Portland in the pages of the title The Underground Man, Mick Jackson’s dazzling fictional portrait inspired by Victorian England’s famous eccentric, best-known for the labyrinth of tunnels he built underneath his estate.  Through journal entries, the novel reveals a sweet, strange man, a true naïf, a fount of nineteenth century curiosity, and an inspired hypochondriac.  His attempts to alleviate the indigestion, aches, and pains of old age send him to the fields of chiropractic medicine, archaeology, phrenology, and the study of auras in a series of hilarious episodes touched by wistfulness (“Why no manual?” That is my plea. “Why no instructions?”).  The Duke’s enthusiasms gradually turned inward, from the mysteries of the body to those of the mind – and of memory.  The end of his journey will pierce you through with horror and grief.

Shortlisted for the 1997 Booker Prize, The Underground Man has at its center a brilliant, tragic, and comic creation, one of the most heartbreaking and memorable characters to emerge from recent fiction.
	Picador
	5

	
	
	Grace Notes
	0393318419
	Bernard MacLaverty
	The award-winning Grace Notes is a compact and altogether masterful portrait of a woman composer and the complex interplay between her life and her art. With superb artistry and startling intimacy, it brings us into the life of Catherine McKenna -- estranged daughter, vexed lover, new mother, and musician making her mark in a male-dominated field. It is a book that the Virginia Woolf of A Room of One's Own would instantly understand.
	Cape
	2

	
	
	Europa
	0471283649
	Tim Parks
	Jerry Marlow sits slightly off-center on the long back seat of the bus on his way from Milan to Strausbourg and reflects on the mess that is his life: a failed marriage, a wayward daughter, and a lover whose impact was probably more damaging than surgery.  Even his professorship is on the line.  Marlow’s biting scalped sharp commentary on the situation is barely sufficient to drag him through the labyrinthine madness.  What lies in wait around the next bend?  There are times when the most appalling premonitions seem all too plausible, yet the pull of hope cannot be resisted.  Europa is a decidedly adult road novel with a rich international gallery of characters.  It offers an explosive, sometimes hilarious portrait of a man patching himself together on a continent whose rhetoric of unity is less convincing – and far less exciting – than its bizarre polyglot passions and ancient conflicts.
	Secker & Warburg
	6

	
	
	The Essence of the Thing
	0786706791
	Madeleine St. John
	Nicola may be shouldn’t have stepped out to buy that pack of cigarettes, because the man she discovers in her living room when she returns is not the adorable, straightforward, devoted Jonathan with whom she has been sharing her life, and flat, for the past six years.  That Jonathan would never have simply, unilaterally, decided that she should, as he abruptly put it, “move out.”  

So it is that a shocked, grief-stricken Nicola packs her bags and sets out bravely on the bumpy course that will take her from the hellish end of an affair to the essence of the thing.  So, too, does Booker Prize-nominee Madeleine St. John with comic vision provide a rare glimpse into the challenging nature of the human heart.
	Fourth Estate
	4
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	Last Orders
	0679766626
	Graham Swift
	The author of the internationally acclaimed Waterland gives us a beautifully crafted and astonishingly moving novel that is at once a vision of a changing England and a testament to the powers of friendship, memory, and fate. 

Four men -- friends, most of them, for half a lifetime -- gather in a London pub. They have taken it upon themselves to carry out the "last orders" of Jack Dodds, master butcher, and carry his ashes to the sea. And as they drive to the coast in the Mercedes that Jack's adopted son Vince has borrowed from his car dealership, their errand becomes an epic journey into their collective and individual pasts. 

Braiding these men's voices -- and that of Jack's mysteriously absent widow -- into a choir of secret sorrow and resentment, passion and regret, Graham Swift creates a work that is at once intricate and honest, tender and profanely funny; in short, Last Orders is a triumph. 
	Picador
	6

	
	
	Alias Grace
	0385490445
	Margaret Atwood
	Margaret Atwood's books have sold over three million copies in the United States alone. She has long been one of the world's most respected novelist as well as one of its most popular. Alias Grace, her latest novel and a finalist for England's prestigious Booker Prize, has only solidified her reputation in both respects. It has adorned bestseller lists across the country while at the same time being praised by reviewers from coast to coast. From the first paragraph of this stunning novel, it is clear that Atwood's newest achievement will take its place besides her bestselling classics. 

In Alias Grace Margaret Atwood takes us back in time and into the life of one of the most enigmatic and notorious women of the nineteenth century. Grace Marks has been convicted for her involvement in the vicious murders of her employer, the wealthy Thomas Kinnear, and of Nancy Montgomery, his housekeeper and mistress. Some believe Grace is innocent; others think her evil or insane. Now serving a life sentence after a stint in Toronto's lunatic asylum, Grace herself claims to have no memory of the murders. Dr. Simon Jordan, an up-and-coming expert in the burgeoning field of mental illness, is engaged by a group of reformers and spiritualists who seek a pardon for Grace. He listens to her story while bringing her closer and closer to the day she cannot remember. What will he find in attempting to unlock her memories? Is Grace female fiend? A bloodthirsty femme fatale? Or is she the victim of circumstances? 
	Bloomsbury
	2

	
	
	Every Man for Himself
	1575664186
	Beryl Bainbridge
	The sinking of the world’s greatest luxury liner, the invincible and magnificent SS Titanic, has captured people’s attention ever since that tragic April night in 1912 when 1500 people lost their lives.  And no one has better dramatized this memorable event than Beryl Bainbridge in her latest novel.
	Duckworth
	5

	
	
	Reading in the Dark
	0099744414
	Seamus Deane
	Set in post-war Northern Ireland, where the unquiet ghosts of the Troubles walk alongside the warriors and changelings of Celtic legend, Seamus Deane’s first novel is the transfixing story of a boy trying to uncover the secrets of the adult world.  And in Reading in the Dark, every adult has a secret—of family feuds and political treachery, unexplained disappearances and unsolved murders, and of sorrow so bitter that it is passed down through generations.

Deane’s unnamed narrator searches for the truth amid a forest of rumors and legends: of an uncle who may have died a hero of the IRA or absconded to America; of a grandfather who may have killed one man and ordered the deaths of many more; of a child who comes back from the grave and of two others who vanish into one amid an unholy blaze of greenish light.  As orchestrated by Deane, these events coalesce into a work of unforgettable power, written in ravishing prose and overflowing with tenderness, sadness, menace, and dark wit.
	Cape
	4

	
	
	The Orchard on Fire
	155921175x
	Shena Mackay
	Set in an English village where the charm of the local landscape contrasts sharply with the prejudices and vagaries of its adult inhabitants.  The Orchard on Fire richly relates the coming-of-age of young April Harlency.

Shortly after the Harlency family arrives in Stonebridge to run the Copper Kettle Team-room, April meets the energetic carrottop Ruby Richards, and the two girls become fast friends.  Though April increasingly becomes the unwitting object of lonely Mr. Greenridge’s overtures and Ruby regularly sports bruises or black eyes, courtesy of her brutish father, the girls retain the unassailable spirit of children who fully experience their lives but only half understand them.  Together, they retreat from the confusion of the village and transform an abandoned railway car in an orchard into their secret hideaway, an idyllic camp of shared dreams.
	Heinemann
	3

	
	
	A Fine Balance
	140003065x
	Rohinton Mistry
	With a compassionate realism and narrative sweep that recall the work of Charles Dickens, this magnificent novel captures all the cruelty and corruption, dignity and heroism, of India. The time is 1975. The place is an unnamed city by the sea. The government has just declared a State of Emergency, in whose upheavals four strangers — a spirited widow, a young student uprooted from his idyllic hill station, and two tailors who have fled the caste violence of their native village — will be thrust together, forced to share one cramped apartment and an uncertain future. 

As the characters move from distrust to friendship and from friendship to love, A Fine Balance creates an enduring panorama of the human spirit in an inhuman state. 
	Faber & Faber
	1
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	The Ghost Road
	0452276721
	Pat Barker
	Winner of Great Britain’s highest literary award, the Booker Prize, The Ghost Road is the culminating masterpiece of Pat Barker’s towering World War I fiction trilogy.  The time of the novel is the closing months of the most senselessly savage of modern conflicts.  In France, millions of men engaged in brutal trench warfare are all “ghosts in the making.”  In England, psychologist William Rivers, with severe pangs of conscience, treats the mental casualties of the war to make them whole enough to fight again.  Once of these, Billy Prior, risen to the officer class from the working class, both courageous and sardonic, decided to return to France with his fellow officer, poet Wilfrid Owen, to fight a war he no longer believes in.  Meanwhile, Rivers, enfevered by influenza, returns in memory to his experience studying a South Pacific tribe whose ethos amounted to a culture of death.  Across the gulf between his society and theirs, Rivers begins to form connections that cast new light on his—and our—understanding of war.

Combining poetic intensity with gritty realism, blending biting humor with tragic drama, moving toward a denouement as inevitable as it is devastating, The Ghost Road both encapsulates history and transcends it.  It is a modern masterpiece.
	Viking
	1

	
	
	In Every Face I Meet
	0340637838
	Justin Cartwright
	With the brio and intelligence for which he has been so widely praised, Justin Cartwright captures the life of an apparently ordinary Englishman—his marriage, his work, his sexual relationships, and his connections to the events and sports of the world around him—until his day takes on the aspect first of a waking dream then of a true nightmare.  Its horrifying conclusion, as Anthony Northleach runs into a South London prostitute, is shocking because the reader has come to see his story as both emblematic and savagely observant.  Friendship, it seems, is all he has left.

Combining outastanding writing and unforgettable characters, In Every Face I Meet confirms Justin Cartwright’s reputation as one of the most powerful contemporary novelists.
	Sceptre
	3

	
	
	The Moor’s Last Sigh
	0679744665
	Salman Rushdie
	Booker Prize-winning author Salman Rushdie combines a ferociously witty family saga with a surreally imagined and sometimes blasphemous chronicle of modern India and flavors the mixture with peppery soliloquies on art, ethnicity, religious fanaticism, and the terrifying power of love. Moraes "Moor" Zogoiby, the last surviving scion of a dynasty of Cochinese spice merchants and crime lords, is also a compulsive storyteller and an exile. As he travels a route that takes him from India to Spain, he leaves behind a tale of mad passions and volcanic family hatreds, of titanic matriarchs and their mesmerized offspring, of premature deaths and curses that strike beyond the grave.
	Cape
	2

	
	
	Morality Play
	3464067882
	Barry Unsworth
	It is the late-fourteenth century, a time beset by war and plague.  Nicholas Barber, a young and wayward cleric, stumbles across a group of travelling players and compounds his sins by joining them.

Yet the town where they perform reveals another drama: a young woman is to be hanged for the murder of a twelve-yeard-old boy.  What better way to increase their takings than to make a new play, to enact the murder of Thomas Wells?  But as the actors rehearse, they discover that the truth about the boy’s death has yet to be revealed…
	Hamish Hamilton
	4

	
	
	The Riders
	0684822776
	Tim Winton
	After traveling through Europe for two years, Scully and his wife Jennifer wind up in Ireland, and on a mystical whim of Jennifer's, buy an old farmhouse which stands in the shadow of a castle. While Scully spends weeks alone renovating the old house, Jennifer returns to Australia to liquidate their assets. When Scully arrives at Shannon Airport to pick up Jennifer and their seven-year-old daughter, Billie, it is Billie who emerges -- alone. There is no note, no explanation, not so much as a word from Jennifer, and the shock has left Billie speechless. In that instant, Scully's life falls to pieces. 

The Riders is a superbly written and a darkly haunting story of a lovesick man in a vain search for a vanished woman. It is a powerfully accurate account of marriage today, of the demons that trouble relationships, of resurrection found in the will to keep going, in the refusal to hold on, to stand still. The Riders is also a moving story about the relationship between a loving man and his tough, bright daughter. 
	Picador
	5
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	How late it was, how late
	0385315600
	James Kelman
	Winner of the 1994 Booker Prize, this witty, controversial, and brilliant bestselling novel has been compared to the works of Joyce, Beckett, and many other masters.

A raw, wry vision of human survival in a bureaucratic world, How Late It Was, How Late opens one Sunday morning in Glasgow, Scotland, as Sammy, an ex-convict with a penchant for shoplifting, awakens in a lane and tries to remember the two-day drinking binge that landed him there.  Then, things only get worse.  Sammy gets in a fight with some soldiers, lands in jail, and discovers that he is completely blind.  His girlfriend disappears, the police probe him endlessly, and his stab at Disability Compensation embroils him in the Kafkaesque red tape of the welfare system.

A masterpiece of black humor, subtle political parody, and Scottish lower-class vernacular How Late It Was, How Late is a classic-to-be from one of today's most talented novelists.
	Secker & Warburg
	6

	
	
	Beside the Ocean of Time
	0719553687
	George Mackay Brown
	Thorfinn, a crofter’s son living on the remote island of Norday, is a dreamy boy.  “Idle and useless” according to his teachers.  Bored by school, happier wandering the shores of his island home, he escapes into the limitless world of his imagination.  Closing his eyes in the 1930s he dreams of crossing the “fish-fraught” ocean with Viking raiders.  Falling asleep to the monotonous tones of a history lesson he finds himself running from the press gang into the arms of a beautiful seal-maiden who longs to return to the sea.  War and adventure, the struggles of great men and the everyday toil of the fisherfolk, Thorfinn dreams the sweep of Norday’s history, its life and its inevitable death…
	John Murray
	3

	
	
	Reef
	1565842197
	Romesh Gunesekera
	Triton loved loving in Mister Salgado’s house.  It was the biggest house he had ever seen—filled with floors to sweep and silver to polish and meals to cook and adults to impress and a brilliant master whose voice was poetry.  And people from all around came to the house—to sell their wares, to talk, to live, for this was where life took place.  Even the sun would rise from the garage and sleep behind the del tree at night.  And in the house life was good.

But beyond Mister Salgado’s house there was a world.  And all around them, it was falling apart.
	Granta Books
	2

	
	
	Paradise
	0684822776
	Abdulrazak Gurnah
	A finalist for the 1994 Booker Prize, England’s highest honor for works of fiction, Paradise is at once the story of an African boy’s coming of age, a tragic love story, and a tale of the corruption of African tradition by European civilization.

Sold by his father in repayment of a debt, twelve-year-old Yusuf is thrown from his simple rural life into the complexities of pre-colonial urban East Africa/  Through Yusuf’s eyes, Gurnah depicts communities at war, trading safaris gone awry, and the universal trials of adolescence.  The result is a page-turning saga that offers a unique perspective on a seldom-chronicled part of the world.
	Hamish Hamilton
	5

	
	
	The Folding Star
	0099476916
	Alan Hollinghurst
	Edward Manners—thirty-three, disaffected, in search of a new life—has come to an ancient Flemish city to teach English.  Almost at once he falls in love with one of his pupils, the seventeen-year-old Luc Altidore, recently expelled from school for some mysterious offense.  Condemned to a mounting but incommunicable obsession with the boy, Edward becomes involved in affairs with two other men: one a heartless but seductive fraud, the other a young drifter with a deeply possessive streak.

Then Edward is introduced to the world of the enigmatic and reclusive Symbolist painter Edgard Orst.  Gradually he is drawn toward an understanding of the artist’s own obsession with a famous actress, drowned off Ostend at the turn of the century, and of the ambiguous circumstances of Orst’s own death under Nazi occupation

The events of The Folding Star are played out amid the silent streets and canals of a city that seems locked in the past, and across the northern landscape of out-of-season resorts and abandoned houses that lies beyond.  But in the central panel of the novels triptych Edward returns home for a funeral and is caught up in memories of his own late adolescence and his first love affair: an English pastoral already threatened by the experience of betrayal and loss.

This brilliant book confirms Alan Hollinghurst’s stature as one of the finest novelists now writing in English.
	Chatto & Windus
	4

	
	
	Knowledge of Angels
	0395686660
	Jill Paton Walsh
	A fable set on a mythical island at the time of the Inquisition in which two young outcasts, captured separately, are brought before the cardinal prince of the island. The first is a wild, flesh-eating wolf child and the second is a foreign prince who has proclaimed his disbelief in God. The fate of the prince will depend on the wolf girl--who is being educated in a nunnery, where her caretakers have been ordered to teach her to speak but not to speak of God--and the answer she gives when the cardinal asks her if God exists. The two prisioners are used as pawns by the religious council to answer the question of whether or not believing in God is an inherent part of being human.
	Green Bay
	1
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	Paddy Clarke Ha Ha Ha
	0140233903
	Roddy Doyle
	It is 1968.  Patrick Clarke is ten.  He loves Geronimo, the Three Stooges, and the smell of his hot water bottle.  He can’t stand his little brother Sinbad.  His best friend is Kevin, and their names are all over Barrytown, written with sticks in wet cement.  They play football, lepers, and jumping to the bottom of the sea.  But why didn’t anyone help him when Charles Levy had been going to kill him?  Why do his ma and da argue so much, but act like everything is fine?  Paddy sees everything, but he understands less and less.  Hilarious and poignant, Paddy Clarke Ha Ha Ha charts the triumphs, indignities, and bewilderment of a young boy and his world, a place full of warmth, cruelty, confusion, and love.
	Secker & Warburg
	2

	
	
	Under the Frog
	0312278713
	Tibor Fischer
	Shortlisted for the Booker Prize, Under the Frog follows the adventures of two young Hungarian basketball players through the turbulent years between the end of World War II and the anti-Soviet uprising of 1956. In this spirited indictment of totalitarianism, the two improbable heroes, Pataki and Gyuri, travel the length and breadth of Hungary in an epic quest for food, lodging, and female companionship.
	Polygon
	4

	
	
	Scar Tissue
	0374254281
	Michael Ignatieff
	Scar Tissue is a bold and uncompromising report from that other country called illness.  At its heart is a son’s account of his mother’s voyage into the world of neurological disease, where she loses first her memory, and then her very identity, only to gain—at the end—a strange serenity.

As the son tells his mother’s story, he grows obsessed by his mother’s transformation beyond her self, and sets out on his own quest for self-discovery—a quest which can end only when he has discarded everything he has ever believed to be true.

Scar Tissue is an immensely powerful novel about love and the acceptance of loss; it looks at questions of selfhood and selfishness, and records, in language of painful and memorable precision, the struggle of a mother and son to survive forgetfulness and destruction.
	Chatto & Windus
	5

	
	
	Remembering Babylon 
	0679749519
	David Malouf
	Winner of the IMPAC Award and Booker Prize nominee

In this rich and compelling novel, written in language of astonishing poise and resonance, one of Australia's greatest living writers gives and immensely powerful vision of human differences and eternal divisions. In the mid-1840s a thirteen-year-old British cabin boy, Gemmy Fairley, is cast ashore in the far north of Australia and taken in by aborigines. Sixteen years later he moves back into the world of Europeans, among hopeful yet terrified settlers who are staking out their small patch of home in an alien place. To them, Gemmy stands as a different kind of challenge: he is a force that at once fascinates and repels. His own identity in this new world is as unsettling to him as the knowledge he brings to others of the savage, the aboriginal.
	Chatto & Windus
	3

	
	
	Crossing the River
	0679757945
	Caryl Phillips
	From the acclaimed author of Cambridge comes an ambitious, formally inventive, and intensely moving evocation of the scattered offspring of Africa. It begins in a year of failing crops and desperate foolishness, which forces a father to sell his three children into slavery. Employing a brilliant range of voices and narrative techniques, Caryl Phillips folows these exiles across the river that separates continents and centuries.

Phillips's characters include a freed slave who journeys to Liberia as a missionary in the 1830s; a pioneer woman seeking refuge from the white man's justice on the Colorado frontier; and an African-American G.I. who falls in love with a white Englishwoman during World War II. Together these voices make up a "many-tongued chorus" of common memory—and one of the most stunning works of fiction ever to address the lives of black people severed from their homeland.
	Bloomsbury
	2

	
	
	The Stone Diaries
	014023313x
	Carol Shields
	From her calamitous birth in Manitoba in 1905 to her journey with her father to Indiana, throughout her years as a wife, mother, and widow, Daisy Goodwill has struggled to understand her place in her own life.  Now she listens, she observes, and through sheer force of imagination, she becomes a witness of her own life: her birth, her death, and the troubling misconnections she discovers in between.  With irony and humor, Carol Shields weaves together the poignant story of this twentieth-century pilgrim in search of herself, and in doing so, creates a story that is a paradigm of the unsettled decades of our era.
	Fourth Estate
	1
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	The English Patient
	0679745203
	Michael Ondaatje
	The Booker Prize-winning novel, now a critically acclaimed major motion picture, starring Ralph Fiennes, Juliette Binoche, Willem Dafoe and Kristin Scott Thomas. With ravishing beauty and unsettling intelligence, Michael Ondaatje's Booker Prize-winning novel traces the intersection of four damaged lives in an Italian villa at the end of World War II. Hana, the exhausted nurse; the maimed thief, Caravaggio; the wary sapper, Kip: each is haunted by the riddle of the English patient, the nameless, burned man who lies in an upstairs room and whose memories of passion, betrayal, and rescue illuminates this book like flashes of heat lightening.
	Bloomsbury
	3

	
	
	Sacred Hunger
	0393311147
	Barry Unsworth
	Sacred Hunger is a stunning and engrossing exploration of power, domination, and greed.  Filled with the “sacred hunger” to expand its empire and its profits, England entered fully into the slave trade and spread the trade throughout its colonies.  In this Booker Prize-winning work, Barry Unsworth follows the failing fortunes of William Kemp, a merchant pinning his last chance to a slave ship; his son who needs a fortune because he is in love with an upper-class woman; and his nephew who sails on the ship as its doctor because he has lost all he has loved.  The voyage meets its demise when disease spreads among the slaves and the captain’s dramatic response provokes a mutiny.  Joining together, the sailors and the slaevs set up a secret, utopian society in the wilderness of Florida, only to await the vengeance of the single-minded young Kemp.
	Hamish Hamilton
	1

	
	
	Serenity House
	0330330187
	Christopher Hope
	Old Max, the giant of Serenity House, North London's "Premier Eventide Refuge", might have been left to die in peace. But his son-in-law Albert, an MP with an interest in the new War Crimes Bill, has other ideas. This book was nominated for the 1992 Booker Prize.
	Macmillan
	2

	
	
	The Butcher Boy
	0385312377
	Patrick McCabe
	Welcome to the mind if Francie Brady.  Just what Fraancie did to Mrs. Nugent is the final, terrifying act at the end of a relentless descent into a world of scorn and fear.

Francie Brady, the “pig boy,” is growing up in a poor small Irish town in the early sixties, fueled on an adolescent’s comic books, Flash Bars, and the Voyage to the Bottom of the Sea.  He is determined to win the Francie Brady Not a Bad Bastard Anymore Diploma.  But how do you do that when your mother is sent to the madhouse, your father is an alcoholic, and everyone turns their back on you?

When The Butcher Boy appeared in England it immediately caused a literary sensation, and confirmed that Bill Buford had written earlier in Granta—that Patrick McCabe is “one of the most promising writers in a long, long time.”  Not only was The Butcher Boy nominated for, and the winner of, major literary prizes, but McCabe’s theatrical adaptation of the novel, Frank Pig Says Hello, was staged in Dublin with tremendous success, and a production is now planned for London’s Royal Court theater.
	Picador
	6

	
	
	Black Dogs
	0385494327
	Ian McEwan
	In 1946, a young couple set off on their honeymoon. Fired by their ideals and passion for one another, they plan an idyllic holiday, only to encounter an experience of darkness so terrifying it alters their lives forever. In this highly praised national bestseller, Ian McEwan has written his most humane and compelling novel to date. `
	Cape
	5

	
	
	Daughters of the House
	0312420382
	Michele Roberts
	A Booker Prize Finalist, Daughters of the House is Michèle Roberts's acclaimed novel of secrets and lies revealed in the aftermath of World War II. Thérèse and Léonie, French and English cousins of the same age, grow up together in Normandy. Intrigued by parents' and servants' guilty silences and the broken shrine they find in the woods, the girls weave their own elaborate fantasies, unwittingly revealing the village secret and a deep shame that will haunt them in their adult lives.
	Virago
	4
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	The Famished Road
	0385425139
	Ben Okri
	Set in the ghetto of an African city during British colonial rule, this rich, phantasmagorical novel follows Azaro, a "spirit-child" who has reneged on a pact with the spirit world. Winner of the 1991 Booker Prize, this book is "something approaching a masterpiece of magic realism...." -- The Wall Street Journal
	Cape
	2

	
	
	Times Arrow
	0679735720
	Martin Amis
	In Time's Arrow the doctor Tod T. Friendly dies and then feels markedly better, breaks up with his lovers as a prelude to seducing them, and mangles his patients before he sends them home. And all the while Tod's life races backward toward the one appalling moment in modern history when such reversals make sense.
	Cape
	3

	
	
	The Van
	0749399902
	Roddy Doyle
	Shortlisted for the 1991 Booker Prize, and set in a Dublin suburb during the 1990 World Cup, this completes a trilogy which began with "The Commitments" and "The Snapper". Jimmy Rabitte Sr seeks refuge from the vicissitudes of unemployment by joining a friend in running a fish-and-chip van.
	Secker & Warburg
	6

	
	
	Such a Long Journey
	0679738711
	Rohinton Mistry
	It is Bombay in 1971, the year India went to war over what was to become Bangladesh. A hard-working bank clerk, Gustad Noble is a devoted family man who gradually sees his modest life unravelling. His young daughter falls ill; his promising son defies his father’s ambitions for him. He is the one reasonable voice amidst the ongoing dramas of his neighbours. One day, he receives a letter from an old friend, asking him to help in what at first seems like an heroic mission. But he soon finds himself unwittingly drawn into a dangerous network of deception. Compassionate, and rich in details of character and place, this unforgettable novel charts the journey of a moral heart in a turbulent world of change.
	Faber & Faber
	4

	
	
	The Redundancy of Courage
	0952419343
	Timothy Mo
	Winner of the E M Forster Award and shortlisted for the Booker Prize, this brutal and beautiful narration of the guerrilla war against the Indonesians in Timor, reappears now in this handsome edition at a topical moment in history as Timor fully joins the UN.
	Chatto & Windus
	5

	
	
	Reading Turgenev (from Two Lives)
	0140153721
	William Trevor
	Two novels--"Reading Turgenev" and "My house in Umbria"--explore the lives of two women whose lives are marred by the absence of love.
	Viking
	1
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	Possession
	0679735909
	A.S. Byatt
	Hailed by The New York Times Book Review as "a gifted observer, able to discern the exact details that bring whole worlds into being" and "a storyteller who could keep a sultan on the edge of his throne for a thousand and one nights," A. S. Byatt writes some of the most engaging and skillful novels of our time. Time magazine calls her "a novelist of dazzling inventiveness."
         
Possession, for which Byatt won England's prestigious Booker Prize, was praised by critics on both sides of the Atlantic when it was first published in 1990. "On academic rivalry and obsession, Byatt is delicious. On the nature of possession--the lover by the beloved, the biographer by his subject--she is profound," said The Sunday Times (London). The New Yorker dubbed it "more fun to read than The Name of the Rose . . . Its prankish verve [and] monstrous richness of detail [make for] a one-woman variety show of literary styles and types." The novel traces a pair of young academics--Roland Michell and Maud Bailey--as they uncover a clandestine love affair between two long-dead Victorian poets. Interwoven in a mesmerizing pastiche are love letters and fairytales, extracts from biographies and scholarly accounts, creating a sensuous and utterly delightful novel of ideas and passions.
	Chatto & Windus
	1

	
	
	An Awfully Big Adventure
	0786701846
	Beryl Bainbridge
	This newest novel by one of Britain’s leading writers tells the darkly humorous tale of Stella, a star-struck, teen-aged actress caught up in the backstage intrigues of a 1950s Liverpool theater repertory company.  Stella romances the director of a production of Peter Pan with consequences that would be uproariously funny if they were not so dire.  The play becomes a metaphor for the darker side of youth as Stella is drawn into very adult mayhem.

By turns funny and chilling, subtly laced with cool undertones of violence, this provocative and compelling novel shows the author at the top of her writing form.
	Duckworth
	6

	
	
	The Gate of Angels
	0395848385
	Penelope Fitzgerald
	It is 1912, and at Cambridge University the modern age is knocking at the gate.  In lecture halls and laboratories, the model of a universe governed by The Mind of God is at last giving way to something wholly rational, a universe governed by the Laws of Physics.  To Fred Fairly, a junior fellow at the College of  St. Angelicus, this comes as a great comfort.  Science, he is certain, will soon explain everything.  Mystery will be routed by reason, and the demands of the soul will be seen for what they are—a distraction and an illusion.

Into Fred’s orderly life comes Daisy, with a bang—literally.  One moment the two are perfect strangers, fellow cyclists on a dark country road; the next, they are casualties of a freakish accident, occupants of the same warm bed.  Fred has never been so close to a woman before, surely none so pretty, so plainspoken, and yet so—mysterious.  Who is this Daisy Saunders, he wonders.  Why have I met her?  As the smitten Fred pursues these questions, Penelope Fitzgerald suggests that scientists can still be mistaken—and that the soul must still be answered—even in this age of the atom.
	Collins
	2

	
	
	Amongst Women
	0140092552
	John McGahern
	Michael Moran is an old Republican whose life was transformed by his days of glory as a guerilla fighter in the War of Independence. Now much older, he is still fighting -- with a second wife, his daughters, his sons, his old friends, even with himself -- in a poignant struggle in which fear is tempered by love.
	Faber & Faber
	3

	
	
	Lies of Silence
	0380715473
	Brian Moore
	“My unconscious method is to find the moment of crisis.”

For Michael Dillon that moment arrives just as he is making a decision that he expects will bring him his greatest happiness.  But the expectation suddenly turns into a nightmare.  On the very evening his life is to change, Dillon, unable to sleep, looks out his bedroom window and sees a white car slowly driving in front of his house.  Two men come up the path to the front door.  They are masked and have guns.  Holding Dillon’s wife at gunpoint, they order him to carry out their instructions and to speak to no one.  The threat is almost palpable, as Dillon is forced into a moral dilemma which leaves him absolutely nowhere to turn.

Written with the precision of detail that Moore’s readers expect from this consummate craftsman, the story builds with a breathtaking tension, as the starkest questions of right and wrong are confronted.  Lies of Silence is not only Brian Moore’s best novel to date, it is a culmination of an extraordinary literary career.  It is, as well, all too crucially, a book for our times.
	Bloomsbury
	5

	
	
	Solomon Gursky Was Here
	0099877309
	Mordecai Richler
	This comic novel won the 1990 Commonwealth Writers Prize and was shortlisted for the Booker Prize. Moses Berger decides to write a history of the wealthy Gursky family in Canada, and traces it back to the mysterious Solomon's grandfather - a forger, Arctic explorer and self-styled rabbi.
	Chatto & Windus
	4
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	The Remains of the Day
	0679731725
	Kazuo Ishiguro
	The Remains of the Day is a profoundly compelling portrait of the perfect English butler and of his fading, insular world in postwar England. At the end of his three decades of service at Darlington Hall, Stevens embarks on a country drive, during which he looks back over his career to reassure himself that he has served humanity by serving "a great gentleman." But lurking in his memory are doubts about the true nature of Lord Darlington's "greatness" and graver doubts about his own faith in the man he served.
	Faber & Faber
	3

	
	
	Cat’s Eye
	0385491026
	Margaret Atwood
	Cat's Eye is the story of Elaine Risley, a controversial painter who returns to Toronto, the city of her youth, for a retrospective of her art. Engulfed by vivid images of the past, she reminisces about a trio of girls who initiated her into the fierce politics of childhood and its secret world of friendship, longing, and betrayal. Elaine must come to terms with her own identity as a daughter, a lover, an artist, and a woman--but above all she must seek release from her haunting memories. Disturbing, hilarious, and compassionate, Cat's Eye is a breathtaking novel of a woman grappling with the tangled knot of her life.
	Bloomsbury
	1

	
	
	The Book of Evidence
	0749390441
	John Banville
	Freddie Montgomery is on trial for a murder he committed because he could.  Finding himself without sufficient funds to pay back a debt, and leaving his wife and child behind as collateral on a Mediterranean island, Montgomery has returned to Ireland after years of self-imposed exile to raise the money.  But all sources appear to have dried up.  Even the few pictures his family owned have all been sold off.  In a blindly desperate attempt to get back one of those paintings, he bludgeons a young girl and hides from the police, implicating an old family friend before he is caught.  How did her—with his background, education, culture—come to this?

Shortlsted for the Booker Prize, The Book of Evidence presents the engrossing testimony of an improbable murderer, offering not evidence of his innocence, but of his life.  In startlingly fluid prose, at once coldly terrifying and darkly funny, the narrative reveals an articulate villain whose amorality is as much a revelation to himself as his humanity is to us.
	Secker & Warburg
	5

	
	
	Jigsaw
	1582431434
	Sybille Bedford
	Shortlisted for the Booker Prize, Sybille Bedford’s latest novel haunts the borderlands of autobiography and fiction.  It picks up where her first, A Legacy, left off, leading us out of the Kaiser’s Germany into the wider Europe of the 1920s and the limbo between world wars.  The narrator, Billi, tells the story of her scholar-gypsy childhood and of her many teachers, beginning with her father, a pleasure-loving German baron, and her brilliant, beautiful, erratic mother.  Later, on the Mediterranean coast of France, she meets the artists and intellectuals who will show her the way to a life’s work in literature, among them the Huxleys, Aldous and Maria.  Germany, Italy, England, France; mentors, examples, seducers, friends—each place, each person is a bright piece in the puzzle of Billi’s identity.  But Billi is more than the sum of all these pieces, just as Jigsaw is more than the sum of Bedford’s art.
	Hamish Hamilton
	4

	
	
	A Disaffection
	0099283093
	James Kelman
	Patrick Doyle is a 29 year old teacher in an ordinary school. Disaffected, frustrated and increasingly bitter at the system he is employed to maintain, Patrick begins his rebellion, fuelled by drink and his passionate, unrequited love for a fellow teacher. 
	Secker & Warburg
	6

	
	
	Restoration
	0140244883
	Rose Tremain
	To young Robert Merivel, the court of Charles II seems like Paradise.  Summoned to the court as doctor to the royal dogs, Merivel soon finds himself married to the King’s beautiful mistress and the recipient of a lavish estate.  But his good fortune comes to an abrupt end when he makes a serious mistake.  Merivel falls in love with his own wife and he must escape or be punished.  Laced with acutely observed historical detail, humor, and poignancy, Restoration is a dazzling and entertaining romp through seventeenth-century England.
	Hamish Hamilton
	2
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	Oscar and Lucinda
	0679777504
	Peter Carey
	This sweeping, irrepressibly inventive novel is a romance, but a romance of the sort that could only take place in nineteenth-century Australia. For only on that sprawling continent — a haven for misfits of both the animal and human kingdoms — could a nervous Anglican minister who gambles on the instructions of the Divine become allied with a teenaged heiress who buys a glassworks to help liberate her sex. And only the prodigious imagination of Peter Carey could implicate Oscar and Lucinda in a narrative of love and commerce, religion and colonialism, that culminates in a half-mad expedition to transport a glass church across the Outback.
	Faber & Faber
	1

	
	
	Utz
	0140115765
	Bruce Chatwin
	Utz collects Meissen porcelain with a passion.  His collection, which he has protected and enlarged through both World War II and Czechoslovakia’s years of Stalinism, numbers more than 1000 pieces, all crammed into his two-bedroom Prague flat.

Utz is allowed to leave the country each year, and although he has considered defection, he always returns.  He cannot take his precious collection with him, but he cannot leave it, either.  And so Utz is as much owned by his porcelain as it is owned by him, as much as a prisoner of the collection as of the Communist state.

A fascinating, enigmatic man, Kaspar Utz is one of Bruce Chatwin’s finest creations.  And his story, as delicately cast as one of Utz’s porcelain figures, is unforgettable.
	Cape
	5

	
	
	The Beginning of Spring
	0006543707
	Penelope Fitzgerald
	In March 1913, and dear slovenly Mother Moscow, her windows still sealed against the cold of winter, is stirring herself to meet the beginning of spring.  Change is in the air—uncertainly, too —and nowhere more than at 22 Lipka Street, the home of the English printer Frank Reid.  Frank returns from work one night to find that his wife has gone away; no one knows where or why, or whether she’ll ever come back.  All Frank knows for sure is that he is now alone and must find someone to care for his three young children.

Into Frank’s life comes Lisa Ivanova, a quiet, calming beauty from the country, untroubled to the point of seeming simple.  But is she?  And why has Frank’s book-keeper, Selwin Crane, gone to such lengths to bring these two together?  Who is the passionate Volodya, who breaks into the press at night—a thief, an agitator, a would-be murderer?  Frank sees, but only dimly, for he is a rational man in Moscow, a city where human experience—of love and friendship, of politics and power—is always at its most unfathomable.
	Collins
	4

	
	
	Nice Work
	0140133968
	David Lodge
	Back in Rummidge, scene of "Changing Places", Robyn Penrose, temporary lecturer in English literature and Vic Willcox, MD of Pringle and Sons Industrial Engineering meet when they take part in an "Industry Year" scheme. David Lodge is the author of "The British Museum is Falling Down".
	Secker & Warburg
	6

	
	
	The Satanic Verses
	0312270828
	Salman Rushdie
	Just before dawn one winter's morning, a hijacked jetliner explodes above the English Channel. Through the falling debris, two figures, Gibreel Farishta, the biggest star in India, and Saladin Chamcha, an expatriate returning from his first visit to Bombay in fifteen years, plummet from the sky, washing up on the snow-covered sands of an English beach, and proceed through a series of metamorphoses, dreams, and revelations.
	Viking
	2

	
	
	The Lost Father
	0099767414
	Marina Warner
	Like Visconti's film The Leopard, this magnificent novel paints in sensuous colours the story of a family. It brings to new life the ancient disparaged south of the Italian peninsula, weakened by emigration, silenced by fascism.
According to family legend, David Pittagors died as a result of a duel. His death is the mysterious pivot around which his grand-daughter, an independent modern woman, constructs an imaginary memoir of her mother's background and life. She follows the family as they emigrate to New York - where they find only humiliation and poverty - and after their return to Italy in the 1920s. As she is drawn by the passions and prejudices of her imagination, we see how family memory, like folk memory, weaves its own dreams.
(From www.marinawarner.com) 
	Chatto & Windus
	3
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	Moon Tiger
	0802135331
	Penelope Lively
	Penelope Lively won Britain's prestigious Booker Prize for this deeply moving, elegantly structured novel. Elderly, uncompromising Claudia Hampton lies in a London hospital bed with memories of life fluttering through her fading consciousness. An author of popular history, Claudia proclaims she's carrying out her last project: a history of the world. This history turns out to be a mosaic of her life, her own story tangled with those of her brother, her lover and father of her daughter, and the center of her life, Tom, her one great love found and lost in war-torn Egypt. Always the independent woman, often with contentious relationships, Claudia's personal history is complex and fascinating. As people visit Claudia, they shake and twist the mosaic, changing speed, movement, and voice, to reveal themselves and Claudia's impact on their world.
	Deutsch
	1

	
	
	Anthills of the Savannah
	0385260458
	Chinua Achebe
	Chirs, Ikem and Beatrice are three like-minded friends working under the military regime of His Excellency, the Sandhurst-educated president of Kangan. In the pressurized atmosphere, they are simply trying to live and love - and remain friends.
	Heinemann
	6

	
	
	Chatterton
	0802134807
	Peter Ackroyd
	“Thomas Chatterton, England’s famous forger-poet, died in 1777 at the age of seventeen—or did he?  Peter Ackroyd’s fascinating third novel takes off from the conceit that Chatterton’s death, like all that was noteworthy in his life, was a fraud.  A gaggle of twentieth century would-be sleuths chase after clues; in 1856, George Meredith poses for Henry Wallis’s Death of Chatterton; minor characters of Dickensian eccentricity bumble splendidly around; and all the time, the serious questions are What is art?  What is truth?  A delightful, thought-provoking, intelligent book.”

—Voice Literary Supplement
	Hamish Hamilton
	3

	
	
	Circles of Deceit
	014010741x 
	Nina Bawden
	This is a story about lies and truths and about a painter, a copyist, who paints modern versions of Old Masters and is bothered by bills and artistic conscience in about equal measure…susceptible to, bullied and badgered by women.  Major figures on the foreground of his crowded life canvases are Cleo, his child-bride and her young boy; Helen, his first wife who left him, badly, but never really separates; and his mother who observes it all with a splendidly caustic humor.  In the background, always, is his own silent son.  Nina Bawden is at her best in this novel about the bumbling yet heroic ways we try to defeat the impossibility of protecting another human being with love.
	Macmillan
	2

	
	
	The Colour of Blood
	0586087370
	Brian Moore
	Somewhere in an unnamed Eastern bloc country, someone is out to silence Cardinal Bem.  Is it the Secret Police, or is it—more shockingly—fanatical Catholic activists who believe that Bem, by keeping the peace between church and state, has finally compromised himself too far?  Narrowly escaping an assassination attempt, Bem is abducted by sinister, anonymous men, and spirited away to a “safe-house” against his will.  Evading his unknown captors, he is faced with a horrifying proposition: no longer sure of whom he can trust, Bem realizes that he alone can avert the revolution which threatens to tear his country apart…
	Cape
	5

	
	
	The Book and the Brotherhood
	0140104704
	Iris Murdoch
	A group of liberal-minded intellectuals got together in their youth to subsidise their friend, David Crimond to write the definitive book about their political beliefs. Now years later, there is no sign of the book, but Crimond is about to erupt into their lives again. Iris Murdoch has written twenty-three novels to date - all of which are published in Penguin. "The Book and the Brotherhood" was shortlisted for the 1987 Booker Prize.
	Chatto & Windus
	4
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	The Old Devils
	0140101330
	Kingsley Amis
	Malcolm, Peter and Charlie and their Soave-sodden wives have one ambition left in life: to drink Wales dry. But their routine is both shaken and stirred when professional Welshman, Alun Weaver (CBE) and his wife, Rhiannon, join them.
	Hutchinson
	

	
	
	The Handmaid’s Tale
	0299938590
	Margaret Atwood
	In the world of the near future, who will control women's bodies? 

Offred is a Handmaid in the Republic of Gilead. She may leave the home of the Commander and his wife once a day to walk to food markets whose signs are now pictures instead of words because women are no longer allowed to read. She must lie on her back once a month and pray that the Commander makes her pregnant, because in an age of declining births, Offred and the other Handmaids are only valued if their ovaries are viable. 

Offred can remember the days before, when she lived and made love with her husband Luke; when she played with and protected her daughter; when she had a job, money of her own, and access to knowledge. But all of that is gone now... 

Funny, unexpected, horrifying, and altogether convincing, The Handmaid's Tale is at once scathing satire, dire warning, and tour de force. 
	Cape
	1

	
	
	Gabriel’s Lament
	1857025881
	Paul Bailey
	“Gabriel Harvey’s mother wanted an angel, and her son was happy to oblige.  But she mysteriously abandoned him and he remained trapped in a twenty-eight year adolescence and fettered to an unexpressed grief.  The discovery and naming of that grief is the subject of this most original novel…touching, beautifully paced and sustained, and quite unforgettable.”

—Mary Flanagan, The Literary Review
	Cape
	

	
	
	What’s Bred in the Bone
	0140117938
	Robertson Davies
	Francis Cornish was always good at keeping secrets. From the well-hidden family secret of his childhood to his mysterious encounters with a small-town embalmer, an expert art restorer, a Bavarian countess, and various masters of espionage, the events in Francis's life were not always what they seemed. 

In this wonderfully ingenious portrait of an art expert and collector of international renown, Robertson Davies has created a spellbinding tale of artistic triumph and heroic deceit. It is a tale told in stylish, elegant prose, endowed with lavish portions of Davies's wit and wisdom. 


	Viking
	2

	2
	
	An Artist of the Floating World
	0754046206
	Kazuo Ishiguro
	It is 1948, Japan is rebuilding her cities after the calamity of World War II, her people putting defeat behind them and looking to the future.  The celebrated painter, Masuji Ono, fills his days attending to his garden, his house repairs, his two grown daughters and his grandson; his evenings drinking with old associates in quiet lantern-lit bars.  His should be a tranquil retirement.  But as his memories continually return to the past—to a life and career deeply touched by the rise of Japanese militarism—a dark shadow begins to grow over his serenity.
	Faber & Faber
	

	
	
	An Insular Possession
	0952419386
	Timothy Mo
	A bestseller in hardback and nominee for the Booker Prize, finally back in print after three years of rights battles, this literary masterpiece documents the first Anglo-Chinese Opium War through the eyes of two young Americans on the China Coast in the 1830s.
	Chatto & Windus
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	The Bone People
	0140089225
	Keri Hulme
	In a tower on the New Zealand sea lives Kerewin Holmes, part Maori, part European, an artist estranged from her art, a woman in exile from her family. One night her solitude is disrupted by a visitor — a speechless, mercurial boy named Simon, who tries to steal from her and then repays her with his most precious possession. As Kerewin succumbs to Simon's feral charm, she also falls under the spell of his Maori foster father Joe, who rescued the boy from a shipwreck and now treats him with an unsettling mixture of tenderness and brutality. Out of this unorthodox trinity Keri Hulme has created what is at once a mystery, a love story, and an ambitious exploration of the zone where Maori and European New Zealand meet, clash, and sometimes merge.
	Hodder & Stoughton
	1

	
	
	Illywhacker
	0571179827
	Peter Carey
	In Australian slang, an illywhacker is a country fair con man, an unprincipled seller of fake diamonds and dubious tonics. And Herbert Badgery, the 139-year-old narrator of Peter Carey's uproarious novel, may be the king of them all. Vagabond and charlatan, aviator and car salesman, seducer and patriarch, Badgery is a walking embodiment of the Australian national character — especially of its proclivity for tall stories and barefaced lies. As Carey follows this charming scoundrel across a continent and a century, he creates a crazy quilt of outlandish encounters, with characters that include a genteel dowager who fends off madness with an electric belt and a ravishing young girl with a dangerous fondness for rooftop trysts. Boldly inventive, irresistibly odd, Illywhacker is further proof that Peter Carey is one of the most enchanting writers at work in any hemisphere.
	Faber & Faber
	3

	
	
	The Battle of Pollocks Crossing
	0900847964
	J.L. Carr
	None available
	Viking
	

	
	
	The Good Terrorist
	0-224-02323-3
	Doris Lessing
	A hugely significant political novel for the late twentieth century from one of the outstanding writers of the modern era In a London squat a band of bourgeois revolutionaries are united by a loathing of the waste and cruelty they see around them. These maladjusted malcontents try desperately to become involved in terrorist activities far beyond their level of competence. Only Alice seems capable of organising anything. Motherly, practical and determined, she is also easily exploited by the group and ideal fodder for a more dangerous and potent cause. Eventually their naive radical fantasies turn into a chaos of real destruction, but the aftermath is not as exciting as they had hoped. Nonetheless, while they may not have changed the world, their lives will never be the same again...
	Cape
	2

	
	
	Last Letters from Hav
	0140067299
	Jan Morris
	When the world’s foremost travel writer took her first trip to the small multinational port of Hav, it was unlike any of her other journeys.  For Hav exists only in one special place—Jan Morris’s magnificent imagination.  

Here Jan Morris is at her most delightful, engaging us with tales of the arcane splendor of a state on the verge of extinction, a place that reminded her “constantly of places elsewhere, but remained to the end absolutely, often paradoxically and occasionally absurdly, itself.”  

Only in Last Letters from Hav will you discover the curious excitement of the traditional Roof Race; can you wander through the back alleys of Hav’s ancient waterfront and encounter the specters of its enamored visitors of yesteryear: Freud, Diaghilev, Marco Polo, and Lawrence of Arabia; can you be awakened by the wistful notes of a trumpeter on a far-off minaret.  Throughout, the book is haunted by a growing premonition of the catastrophic events that will alter Hav forever, but a reader could not ask for a more masterly guide through this utterly unique place and time.
	Viking
	4

	
	
	The Good Apprentice
	0141186682
	Iris Murdoch
	"A brilliant entertainment." (Harold Bloom, The New York Times Book Review)

Edward Baltram is overwhelmed with guilt. His nasty little prank has gone horribly wrong: He has fed his closest friend a sandwich laced with a hallucinogenic drug and the young man has fallen out of a window to his death. Edward searches for redemption through a reunion with his famous father, the reclusive painter Jesse Baltram. Funny and compelling, The Good Apprentice is at once a supremely sophisticated entertainment and an inquiry into the spiritual crises that afflict the modern world.
	Chatto & Windus
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	Hotel du Lac
	0679759328
	Anita Brookner
	In the novel that won her the Booker Prize and established her international reputation, Anita Brookner finds a new vocabulary for framing the eternal question “Why love?”  It tells the story of Edith Hope, who writes romance novels under a pseudonym.  When her life begins to resemble the plots of her own novels, however Edith flees to Switzerland, where the quiet luxury of the Hotel du Lac promises to restore her to her senses. 

But instead of peace and rest, Edith finds herself sequestered at the Hotel with an assortment of love’s casualties and exiles.  She also attracts the attention of a worldly man determined to release her unusual capacity for mischief and pleasure.  Beautifully observed, witheringly funny, Hotel du Lac is Brookner at her most stylish and potently subversive.  
	Cape
	1

	
	
	Empire of the Sun
	0006547001
	J.G. Ballard
	Wars came early to Shanghai, overtaking each other like the tides that raced up the Yangtze…so begins J.G. Ballard’s powerful and moving new novel.  Japan invaded China in 1937, and by late 1941 the European inhabitants of Shanghai’s International Settlement had become almost accustomed to life in their fragile island of neutrality, witnessing the brutal reality of Japanese occupation from the safety of their palatial homes and American limousines.  For eleven-year-old Jim, born and raised in Shanghai, this was the real war.  Events in Europe, glimpsed on flickering newsreels, were as exotic and unreal as the Hollywood epics they preceded.  

Then came the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, followed by the sinking of the British and American warships anchored in the Yangtze.  Separated from his parents in the ensuing violence and confusion, Jim spent the following weeks living alone among the grand deserted houses of the British and French Concessions, until he was finally taken into custody and sent to Lunghua internment camp, his home for the next hour years.  Here in a world where extreme malnutrition was the norm, and violence and death every day facts of existence, Jim found a kind of peace and security.  The British inmates were generally selfish and unfriendly, though the Americans kept Jim occupied with errands, and fed his insatiable curiosity with tattered copies of the Reader’s Digest.  But the people he admired most were the Japanese guards: the protectors who kept the camp’s inmates secure from the war and chaos beyond the perimeter fence.  Yet the greatest dangers of all were to come in the summer of 1945 with the dropping of the atomic bombs and the surrender of the Japanese armies…

Based on events J.G. Ballard witnessed while interred in Shanghai during World War II, Empire of the Sun is an extraordinary and original addition to the modern literature of war, a novel worthy to stand in the company of All Quiet on the Western Front and The Naked and the Dead.  The horrors and privations of the Japanese internment camps, as seen through the eyes of a child to whom they are part of normal life, and presented unflinchingly; yet the novel is written in prose which is often lyrical and even beautiful.  Empire of the Sun is both a radical departure from J.G. Ballard’s previous fiction and the triumphant crowning achievement of his career to date.
	Gollancz
	2

	
	
	Flaubert’s Parrot
	0747513473
	Julian Barnes
	A kind of detective story, relating a cranky amateur scholar's search for the truth about Gustave Flaubert, and the obsession of this detective whose life seems to oddly mirror those of Flaubert's characters.
	Cape
	4

	
	
	In Custody
	0099428490
	Anita Desai
	Asked to interview India's greatest poet, Nur, Deven sees a way to escape the miseries of life as a small-town scholar. But the old man he finds deep in the bazaars of Old Delhi bears no resemblance to the idol of his youth. Deven is fooled, bullied and cheated, and drawn into a new captivity.
	Heinemann
	

	
	
	According to Mark
	0060971991
	Penelope Lively
	When Mark Lamming, a well-established biographer, leaves London for Dorset one May morning to meet the granddaughter of his new subject, he has no suspicion that his fulfilling and well-ordered life is about to be turned upside down.  Short-listed for the 1984 Booker Prize, According to Mark is many pleasures in one subtly crafted entertainment: the story of a middle-aged man’s summer obsession with a young woman, a literary detective story that moves through England and France, and a fascinating inside view of the biographer’s exacting art.
	Heinemann
	5

	
	
	Small World
	0140244867
	David Lodge
	It’s academic conference season, and all around the globe—in prefab dorms in provincial England, in luxury hotels in Jerusalem, in the underground chapel at Heathrow—English professors are on the loose.  In this second installment in the delightful trilogy of academic satires David Lodge began with Changing Places and ended with Booker Prize nominee Nice Work, the sun has not quite set on the sexual revolution while political correctness has not yet reared its humorless head.  Join old friends Morris Zapp and Phillip Swallow, along with a memorable, somewhat oversexed cast of dozens—including a beautiful and mysterious conference addict, a blue-blooded Italian Marxist sadist, and the embittered American novelist and his uncomprehending Japanese translator—as they convene on the conference circuit to compete and couple (and attend the occasional lecture).  
	Secker & Warburg
	3
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	Life and Times of Michael K
	0140074481
	J.M. Coetzee
	In a South Africa torn by civil war, Michael K sets out to take his ailing mother back to her rural home.  On the way there she dies, leaving him alone in an anarchic world of brutal roving armies.  Imprisoned, Michael is unable to bear confinement and escapes, determined to live with dignity.  This life-affirming novel goes to the center of human experience—the need for an interior, spiritual life; for some connections to the world in which we live; and for purity of vision.  
	Secker & Warburg
	2

	
	
	Rates of Exchange
	330412892
	Malcolm Bradbury
	At first glance Doctor Angus Petworth (also called Pitwit, Pervert, and Petwurt by his Soviet-bloc hosts) might appear stuffy; he is a pale-faced, middle-aged British professor of linguistics.  But as soon as he sets out on a lecture tour behind the Iron Curtain and becomes embroiled in a confrontation with a matronly stewardess on the plane, it’s clear that he is off on a highly unusual adventure.  As Petworth makes his rounds of universities and after-hours vodka parties, weaving his way through a labyrinth of confusion, anxiety, and highly unlikely romance, Malcolm Bradbury paints a hilarious portrait of the true meaning of “cultural exchange.”
	Secker & Warburg
	5

	
	
	Flying to Nowhere
	0099922606
	John Fuller
	This mesmerizing tale is woven around two characters: Vane, an emissary sent by the bishop to investigate the disappearance of a number of pilgrims on the way to the island’s miraculous well; and the abbot, who dissects cadavers in his determined search for the physical location of the human soul.

But the mystery at the heart of this haunting novel has to do with much more than these two quests: as Vane searches obsessively for the pilgrims, he sees that the boundaries between body and soul,  and between life and death, blur and mingle.  Filled with everyday happenings and miraculous events, Flying to Nowhere, like The Name of the Rose, is at once a provocative allegory and a vastly entertaining murder mystery.
	Salamander
	4

	
	
	The Illusionist
	003070779X
	Anita Mason
	At a time of great uncertainty, people are looking for answers in their sacred writings, and those writings promise them a Deliverer. Can it be that Simon Magus, necromancer, philosopher, outcast and magician, is the man they are waiting for? He can carry out fantastic deeds.
	Hamish Hamilton
	

	
	
	Shame 
	0312270933
	Salman Rushdie
	In this brilliant novel, Salman Rushdie masterfully combines history, art, language, politics, and religion. Set in a country "not quite Pakistan," the story centers around the families of two men-one a celebrated warrior, the other, a debauched playboy-engaged in a protracted duel that is played out in the political landscape of their country. Shame is a tour de force and a fitting predecessor to the author's legendary novel, The Satanic Verses.
	Cape
	1

	
	
	Waterland
	0679309373
	Graham Swift
	Set in the bleak Fen country of East Anglia and spanning some 240 years in the lives of its haunted narrator and his ancestors, Waterland is a book that takes in eels and incest, ale-making and madness, the heartless sweep of history and a family romance as tormented as any in Greek tragedy.
	Heinemann
	3
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	Schindler’s Ark (or List)
	0671516884
	Thomas Keneally
	A stunning novel based on the true story of how German war profiteer and prison camp direktor Oskar Schindler came to save more Jews from the gas chambers than any other single person during World War II.

In this milestone of Holocaust literature, Thomas Keneally uses the actual testimony of the Schindlerjuden—Schindler’s Jews—to brilliantly portray the courage and cunning of a good man in the midst of unspeakable evil.  
	Stoughton
	1

	
	
	Silence Among the Weapons
	0413496708
	John Arden
	None available.
	Methuen
	

	
	
	An Ice-Cream War
	0375705023
	William Boyd
	"Rich in character and incident, An Ice-Cream War fulfills the ambition of the historical novel at its best." 
--The New York Times Book Review

Booker Prize Finalist

"Boyd has more than fulfilled the bright promise of [his] first novel. . . . He is capable not only of some very funny satire but also of seriousness and compassion." --Michiko Kakutani, The New York Times

1914. In a hotel room in German East Africa, American farmer Walter Smith dreams of Theodore Roosevelt. As he sleeps, a railway passenger swats at flies, regretting her decision to return to the Dark Continent--and to her husband. On a faraway English riverbank, a jealous Felix Cobb watches his brother swim, and curses his sister-in-law-to-be. And in the background of the
world's daily chatter: rumors of an Anglo-German conflict, the likes of which no one has ever seen.

In An Ice-Cream War, William Boyd brilliantly evokes the private dramas of a generation upswept by the winds of war. After his German neighbor burns his crops--with an apology and a smile--Walter Smith takes up arms on behalf of Great Britain. And when Felix's brother marches off to defend British East Africa, he pursues, against his better judgment, a forbidden love affair. As the sons of the world match wits and weapons on a continent thousands of miles from home, desperation makes bedfellows of enemies and traitors of friends and family. By turns comic and quietly wise, An Ice-Cream War deftly renders lives capsized by violence, chance, and the irrepressible human capacity for love.
	Hamish Hamilton
	

	
	
	Constance or Solitary Practices
	0773720022
	Lawrence Durrell
	The party is over, and the world is in the throes of the 1939-45 war, but the story continues as patterns set in Monsieur and Livia are developed against a background which shifts between Cairo, Geneva, and Avignon.

The idyllic last summer of Livia seems now forever in the past, like some lost Garden of Eden…but figures from other times and other places loom up—sometimes disconcertingly—in the twilight zone between the real and imagined worlds: Constance herself, professionally expert in Freudian analysis, but discovering passion for the first time; her tragic, doomed sister Livia; the mercurial Prince Hassad; shaggy, lumbering Rob Sutcliffe, who here at last comes face to face with his creator, Aubrey Blanford, in a significant encounter.

Constance is the third to appear of Lawrence Durrell’s quincunx of novels, and in it he takes one stage further his exploration of the relationships between the novelist and his medium, and between his characters and the themes upon which they are variations.  As the design of the whole work becomes clear it’s characteristic qualities of expression and structure suggest an artistic achievement likely to match that of The Alexandria Quartet, with which the time scheme and the Egyptian sequences of the present volume form a link.  Certainly the pleasures offered to the reader, new to the work or not, match the reputation of its author.
	Faber & Faber
	3

	
	
	The 27th Kingdom
	0140067043 
	Alice Thomas Ellis
	For those who have no idea, the 27th Kingdom is located in Chelsea, where Aunt Irene lives in a cozy, cluttered ménage with Kyril, her nephew.  Their peace, however, is about to be invaded by Valentine, a young postulant sent by her Reverend Mother to “test her vocation…”
	Duckworth
	2

	
	
	Sour Sweet
	0952419327
	Timothy Mo
	None available.
	Deutsch
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	Midnight’s Children
	0140132708
	Salman Rushdie
	Saleem Sinai was born at midnight, the midnight of India's independence, and finds himself mysteriously "handcuffed to history" by the coincidence. He is one of 1,001 children born at the midnight hour, each of them endowed with an extraordinary talent — and whose privilege and curse it is to be both master and victims of their times. Through Saleem's gifts — inner voices and a wildly sensitive sense of smell — we are drawn into a fascinating family saga set against the vast, colourful background of the India of this century.
	Cape
	1

	
	
	Good Behaviour
	1860498345
	Molly Keane
	Behind the gates of Temple Alice the aristocratic Anglo-Irish St. Charles family sinks into a state of decaying grace.  To Aroon St. Charles, large and unlovely daughter of the house, the fierce forces of sex, money, jealousy and love seem locked out by the ritual patterns of good behaviour.  But crumbling codes of conduct cannot hope to save the members of the St. Charles family from their own unruly and inadmissible desires.

This elegant and elusive novel coming after years of silence establishes Molly Keane as the natural successor to Jean Rhys.
	Deutsch
	2

	
	
	The Sirian Experiments
	0394512316
	Doris Lessing
	Ambien II is one of The Five, the highest level of the Sirian Colonial Service, who have been the hidden rulers of Sirius for many thousands of years.  She is a competent, skilled administrator and manipulator of populations and events—in essence a bureaucrat, but according to the demands of the Sirian Empire, for she is always and everywhere first of all a Sirian official, though she does try to temper severity with compassion and believes herself to be something of a liberal.

The Sirian Empire thinks very well of itself, imagines itself the crown of the Galaxy, despises the Canopean Empire, seeing it as a rival.  In reality Canopus is in advance of Sirius in every way and is in fact ruler of the Galaxy.  Canopus, having defeated Sirius in war, behaved magnanimously, and thereafter has been trying to lift Sirius to its own level, but in subtle and long-term ways.  Ambien II is the individual whome Canopus uses to introduce higher and nobler ideas to the Sirian Empire.  She has no inkling of this—not for long ages.  But slowly she comes to see how much there is to learn from Canopus.

This book is an account, from the point of view of Ambien II, of her growth into an understanding of the comparative barbarity of Sirius, of her own barbarousness and crudity—the beginnings of her comprehension of how great and marvelous a creation the Canopean Empire is.  She is writing an account of the relations of Canopus and Sirius that contradicts that of the official historians, and this act is part of a power struggle that is convulsing the Sirian Empire and will transform it.  The Sirian Experiments is the third book in Doris Lessing’s sequence Canopus in Argos: Archives, which she began in Shikasta and continued in The Marriages Between Zones Three, Four, and Five.  But her space age saga is in no sense merely a record of celestial events but more a form in which we may dare to face the consequences of our own actions and the destiny to which we are being drawn.
	Cape
	4

	
	
	The Comfort of Strangers
	0679749845
	Ian McEwan
	As their holiday unfolds, Colin and Maria are locked into their own intimacy. They groom themselves meticulously, as though someone is waiting for them who cares deeply about how they appear. When they meet a man with a disturbing story to tell, they become drawn into a fantasy of violence and obsession.
	Cape
	7

	
	
	Rhine Journey
	0140062157
	Anne Schlee
	On the surface, she was the unmarried Victorian aunt, whose sparse unfulfilled life echoed the expectations of those she drudged for.  

But, happily boating down the Rhine with her brother and his wife, the sight of a fellow traveler, Edward Newman, releases the hissing floodwaters of her subconscious.  Dark and dangerous, they sweep Charlotte onward towards the watershed of her life.  
	Macmillan
	3

	
	
	Loitering with Intent
	1135252513
	Muriel Spark
	A new novel by Muriel Spark is always cause for celebration, and in Loitering With Intent, she has given us perhaps the richest, most intriguing novel of her remarkable career.  

“How wonderful it feels to be an artist and a woman in the twentieth century.”  The year is 1949, the place London, the speaker Fleur Talbot, an aspiring young writer on “the grubby edge of the literary world.”  Loitering With Intent is her memoir of that time in her life when “I went on my way rejoicing.”  That way, as in any novel by Muriel Spark, is full of unexpected plot twists, wonderfully contradictory characters, and dialog of matchless wit.  When Fleur becomes secretary to the Autobiographical Association, a motley collection of egoists who are composing their memoirs “in advance” (to avoid lapses in memory), she uncovers material that would delight any budding novelist.  From the pompous Sir Quentin Oliver, who may or may not be running an elaborate con game, to his protective housekeeper Beryl Tims and his hilarious mother, Lady Edwina (who becomes incontinent to suit her convenience), to the defrocked Father Delaney, and a host of others, Fleur can find the makings of several novels.  What is perplexing, however, is that they seem to act out scenes she has already written.  Loitering With Intent is a great comic novel about the serious matters of autobiography and the nature of the artist’s method.  “I was aware of a demon inside me that rejoiced in seeing people as they were,” Fleur says, as she loiters with the intent to create.  Anyone who reads Murlel Spark’s novel will rejoice that her own demon of observation is more accurate, funnier, and wiser than ever before.  Loitering With Intent is a novel only Muriel Spark could have written, but that everyone can read with the deep pleasure a true artist provides.
	Bodley Head
	5

	
	
	The White Hotel
	0140231730
	D.M. Thomas
	By turns a dream of electrifying eroticism recounted by a young woman to her analyst, Sigmund Freud, and a horrifying yet calmly unsensational narrative of the Holocaust, this PEN Silver Pen winner is now recognized as a modern classic that reconciles the nightmarish with the transcendent.
	Gollancz
	6
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	Rites of Passage
	0374526400
	William Golding
	In the early 1800s, Edmund Talbot, a young and rather priggish Englishman, takes passage on a boat heading for Australia where he is to be an official in the colonial government. In addition to Talbot, many of the eccentric passengers--a sexually predatory sailor, the aging coquette Miss Zenobia Brocklebank, the ship's tyrannical captain--undergo profound changes in the course of the voyage, during which a naive clergyman is victimized and, finally, pushed to suicide. These events are described in the diary Talbot keeps en route. "Rites of Passage" won the Booker McConnell prize in 1980.*
	Faber & Faber
	

	
	
	Earthly Powers
	0671414909
	Anthony Burgess
	Anthony Burgess' epic masterpiece follows the lives of two men who each represent different kinds of earthly power. Kenneth Toomey is an eminent novelist, world-famous homosexual, and a man who has outlived his contemporaries to survive into honoured, bitter, luxurious old age as a celebrity of dubious notoriety. Don Carlo Campanati is a man of God, who rises through the Vatican as a subtle negotiator and shrewd manipulator to become the controversial architect of church revolution and a candidate for sainthood. Through the lives of these two men, related to each other not only by family ties but also by sympathy, genius and a deep common understanding of mankind's frailties, Burgess explores the very essence of power.
	Hutchinson
	

	
	
	A Month in the Country 
	014044436x
	J.L. Carr
	In J. L. Carr's deeply charged poetic novel, Tom Birkin, a veteran of the Great War and a broken marriage, arrives in the remote Yorkshire village of Oxgodby where he is to restore a recently discovered medieval mural in the local church. Living in the bell tower, surrounded by the resplendent countryside of high summer, and laboring each day to uncover an anonymous painter's depiction of the apocalypse, Birkin finds that he himself has been restored to a new, and hopeful, attachment to life. But summer ends, and with the work done, Birkin must leave. Now, long after, as he reflects on the passage of time and the power of art, he finds in his memories some consolation for all that has been lost.
	Harvester
	4

	
	
	Clear Light of Day
	0140108599
	Anita Desai
	Memories of the past coalesce with the tensions and jealousies of the present in this sharply drawn and sorrowful portrait of the ebb and flow of sisterly love.

Tara’s visit to her childhood home stirs the resentments of Bim, her older sister.  Bim still lives in the shabby, dusty house, taking care of their autistic brother, Baba.  Instead of a joyful reunion, Tara’s visit becomes a sharp reminder to Bim of her frustrated expectations and of what life might have been.
	Heinemann
	3

	
	
	Beggar Maid
	140060111
	Alice Munro
	In this exhilarating series of interweaving stories, Alice Munro re-creates the evolving bond—one that is both constricting and empowering—between two women in the course of almost forty years.  One is Flo, practical, suspicious of other people’s airs, at times dismayingly vulgar.  The other is Rose, Flo’s stepdaughters a clumsy, shy girl who somehow—in spite of Flo’s ridicule and ghastly warnings—leaves the small town she grew up in to achieve her own equivocal success in the larger world.
	Allen Lane
	1

	
	
	No Country for Young Men
	0881843547
	Julia O’Faolain
	There is a recurrent nightmare that haunts Sister Judith Clancy, something dark and dangerous, a buried trauma slowly reforming in her mind.  Is she privy to a secret of national importance?  Is this why she has spent half a century incarcerated in a convent?  Is this why she has withdrawn into a kaleidoscope world of half-remembered visions of young men, of freedom fighters and cabinet ministers?

The order is to be secularized.  The nuns, stripped of their habits, are to be dispersed among the faithful in poorer parts of the  city.  Sister Judith, too old to serve, is to be restored to her family.  But Judith’s release poses a threat for a number of people.  What she may know endangers the source of Irish-American dollars raised for the Republican cause because Judith was an eyewitness on that night in 1922 when one of the great martyrs was supposedly killed by Orangemen in the North.

Julia O’Faolain unleashes a brilliant and devastating story of human and political relations in contemporary Ireland.  Characters are captive to memory; history is a tale of madness; and buried secrets shape and reshape the Baroque geometry of family emotions connecting the heroic and the despairing.  This is a memorable portrait of time and place and state of mind.

With wit and compassion the novel tells of four generations of two Irish families and their attempt to come to terms with the after-effects of The Irish Civil War—the “troubles” of the 1920s that live on to this day.
	Allen Lane
	

	
	
	Pascalis Island
	0140058613
	Barry Unsworth
	The year is 1908, the place, a small Greek island in the declining days of the crumbling Ottoman Empire. For twenty years Basil Pascali has spied on the people of his small community and secretly reported on their activities to the authorities in Constantinople. Although his reports are never acknowledged, never acted upon, he has received regular payment for his work. Now he fears that the villagers have found him out and he becomes engulfed in paranoia. In the midst of his panic, a charming Englishman arrives on the island claiming to be an archaeologist, and charms his way into the heart of the woman for whom Pascall pines. A complex game is played out between the two where cunning and betrayal may come to haunt them both. Pascali's Island was made into a feature film starring Ben Kingsley and Helen Mirren.
	Michael Joseph
	2
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	Offshore
	0395478049
	Penelope Fitzgerald
	On the Battersea Reach of the Thames, a mixed bag of the slightly disreputable, the temporarily lost, and the patently eccentric live on houseboats, rising and falling with the great river’s tides.  Belonging to neither land nor sea, they belong to one another in a motley yet kindly society.  There is Maurice, by occupation a male prostitute, by nature a friend to all.  And Richard, a buttoned-up ex=navy man, whose boat, much like its owner, dominates the Reach.  Then there is Nenna, a faithful, loving, but abandoned wife, the diffident mother of two young girls running wild in the waterfront streets.

It is Nenna’s domestic predicament that, as it deepens, draws the relations among this scrabby community together into ever more complex and comic patterns.  The result is one of Penelope Fitzgerald’s greatest triumphs, a novel the Booker judges deemed “flawless,”
	Collins
	1

	
	
	Confederates
	0060914467
	Thomas Keneally
	Thomas Keneally's epic of the Civil War takes us into the lives of four remarkable characters in the embattled Virginia summer of 1862; a southern hospital matron who is also a Union spy, a British war journalist with access to both sides and two foot soldiers under Stonewall Jackson.
	Collins
	

	
	
	A Bend in the River
	0679722025
	V.S. Naipaul
	In the "brilliant novel" (The New York Times) V.S. Naipaul takes us deeply into the life of one man—an Indian who, uprooted by the bloody tides of Third World history, has come to live in an isolated town at the bend of a great river in a newly independent African nation. Naipaul gives us the most convincing and disturbing vision yet of what happens in a place caught between the dangerously alluring modern world and its own tenacious past and traditions.
	Deutsch
	

	
	
	Joseph
	0349112274
	Julian Rathbone
	Joseph Bosham, self-styled third Viscount of Bosham, with a half-English Catholic priest for a father and an Italian brothel-keeper in place of a mother, educated in mathematics, music and philosophy, but with a gift for narrative and a natural bent for depravity, was born into the turbulent Europe of  1790 and settled in Spain, where gypsies, devil-worshippers and the remnants of the Inquisition fought for space with the great armies of Wellington and Napoleon.  Seduced by the hectic glamour of battle at the age of eleven and tossed in its wake for the next fifteen years, little Jose survives as a courier, pimp, linguist, mercenary and mascot to tell his poignant, comic, richly entertaining and tantalizingly unreliable tale.

Shortlisted for the Booker Prize in 1979 and now available for the first time in paperback, Julian Rathbone’s re-invention of the picaresque is a riotous, complex and deliciously subversive masterpiece.
	Michael Joseph
	

	
	
	Praxis
	0340595809
	Fay Weldon
	Raised by a mad mother and a half-mad sister, abandoned by her father, Praxis Duveen is a master of the art of survival.  Her life, indeed, has been full: two marriages, unsuccessful; a brief but profitable career as a prostitute; a little dabbling in incest; a mercy killing; and an inadvertent reign as both apostle and victim of the women’s movement.

Buffeted and battered by life, Praxis has survived with energy and humor intact.  Her struggles with men and women, with mother and marriages, and most particularly, with herself, become, in Weldon’s deft hands, a witty and trenchant commentary on what women want—and what they can actually get.
	Hodder & Stoughton
	2
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	The Sea, the Sea
	014118616X
	Iris Murdoch
	Charles Arrowby, leading light of England’s theatrical set, retires from glittering London to an isolated home by the sea.  He plans to write a memoir about his great love affair with Clement Makin, his mentor both professionally and personally, and to amuse himself with Lizzie, an actress her has strung along for many years.  Non of his plans work out, and his memoir evolves into a riveting chronicle of the strange events and unexpected visitors—some real, some spectral—that disrupt his world and shake his oversized ego to its very core.

In exposing the jumble of motivations that drive Arrowby and the other characters, Iris Murdoch lays bare “the truth of untruth” —the human vanity, jealousy, and lack of compassion behind the disguises they present to the world.  Played out against a vividly rendered landscape and filled with allusions to myth and magic, Charles’s confrontation with the tidal rips of love and forgiveness is one of Murdoch’s most moving and powerful tales.
	Chatto & Windus
	2

	
	
	Jake’s Thing
	0140050965
	Kingsley Amis
	When trout with almonds and Thunderball on the television seems a more enticing prospect than a romp with your bosomy ex-mistress from Baltimore, then something is seriously wrong—or so thinks Jake Richardson, an Oxford don nearing sixty with a lifetime’s lechery behind him.  In pursuit of his lost libido, Jake heads for Harley Street and the consulting room of a miniature sex therapist from the Emerald Isle.  Not one to disobey a doctor’s order, he runs the full humiliating gamut of sex labs in Colliers Wood and trendy “Workshops” where more than souls are bared.  He decks himself with cunning gadgetry, dreams up a weekly fantasy (“Come dirty, Mr. Richardson”), pets diligently with his overweight wife Brenda, and browses listlessly through porno magazines behind locked doors.  Is sex, and the female one in particular, really worth it?  As liberationists abuse him, a neurotic nymph pursues him, a campus hostess bores him into bed—and even his own wife starts acting oddly—Jake seriously begins to wonder.

Kingsley Amis at his spikiest and best takes a shrewd look at the crankier fringes of psychotherapy, at its hardware and jargon, its practitioners and victims and —beyond all that—at where ex, Seventies-style, has landed us.  This hilarious and touching study of a satyr in retreat is his funniest novel for a generation.
	Hutchinson
	3

	
	
	Rumours of Rain
	0688033679
	Andre Brink
	Winter in South Africa - a time of drought, angry stirrings in Soweto, and the shadow of conflict in Angola cast across the scorched bush. A wealthy Afrikaner's weekend visit to his old family farm coincides with a time of personal crisis. The author has twice been runner-up for the Booker Prize.
	W.H. Allen
	

	
	
	The Bookshop
	0395869463
	Penelope Fitzgerald
	In 1959 Florence Green, a kindhearted widow with a small inheritance, risks everything to open a bookshop -- the only bookshop -- in the seaside town of Hardborough. By making a success of a business so impractical, she invites the hostility of the town's less prosperous shopkeepers. By daring to enlarge her neighbors' lives, she crosses Mrs. Gamart, the local arts doyenne. Florence's warehouse leaks, her cellar seeps, and the shop is apparently haunted. Only too late does she begin to suspect the truth: a town that lacks a bookshop isn't always a town that wants one.
	Duckworth
	1

	
	
	God on the Rocks
	0349114064
	Jane Gardam
	During one glorious summer between the wars, the realities of life and the sexual ritual dance of the adult world creep into the life of young Margaret Marsh. Her father, preaching the doctrine of the unsavoury Primal Saints; her mother, bitterly nostalgic for what might have been; Charles and Binkie, anchored in the past and a game of words; dying Mrs. Frayling and Lydia the maid, given to the vulgar enjoyment of life; all contribute to Margaret's shattering moment of truth. And when the storm breaks, it is not only God who is on the rocks as the summer hurtles towards drama, tragedy, and a touch of farce.
	Hamish Hamilton
	

	
	
	A Five-Year Sentence
	0349130213
	Bernice Rubens
	A Booker Prize runner up. Miss Hawkins looked at her watch. It was 2.30. If everything went to plan, she would be dead by six o'clock. But instead, having been sentenced to live, she embarked on a mission to taste life's secret pleasures. The author won the Booker Prize for "The Elected Member".
	W.H. Allen
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	Staying On
	0226743497
	Paul Scott
	In this sequel to The Raj Quartet, Colonel Tusker and Lucy Smalley cling to their bungalow in the hills of Pankot after Indian independence deprives them of their colonial status.  Lucy, fed up with accommodating her husband, tries to assert her own independence.  In scenes both poignant and hilarious, she and Tusker act out class tensions among the British of the Raj and eloquently give voice to the loneliness, rage, and stubborn affection in their marriage.
	Heinemann
	

	
	
	Peter Smart’s Confessions
	1857025679
	Paul Bailey
	Peter Smart's mother, as a fellow actor points out to him, is a comic monster: "Only Wagner could do her justice". She's matched by the eccentric, F. Leonard Cottle, a randy retired doctor, who employs Peter's mother as housekeeper, and introduces the boy Peter to the facts of life.
	Cape
	

	
	
	Great Granny Webster
	1590170075
	Caroline Blackwood
	Short-listed for the Booker Prize in 1977, Caroline Blackwood's semiautobiographical masterpiece shows us the chilliest of matriarchs, and the emotional havoc she presides over, as seen through the eyes of a teenage girl. Although its deceptively concise, it evokes the spirits of no less than four ages ... in exact and resonant prose.
	Duckworth
	1

	
	
	Shadows on our Skin
	0140139796 
	Jennifer Johnston
	At home in Derry young Joe Logan is tormented by the demands of his father, once a hero, now a weak and wasted man.  At school Joe dreams away the days, waiting for better times to come.  Times when the bullets cease and the nights are free from fear.

Befriended by Kathleen, a teacher at a nearby school, he finds a new companionship and understanding.  Then Brendan, Joe’s older brother, returns home from London with a gun and a pocketful of secrets, and the brutality and ugliness of war close in on Joe, destroying his dreams for ever.
	Hamish Hamilton
	

	
	
	The Road to Lichfield
	0802136257
	Penelope Lively
	Anne Linton's life is split in two when her dying father, James Stanway, is taken into a nursing home in distant Lichfield. Leaving her family behind in Berkshire, she sets up camp in her father's house. As she shares his last weeks, Anne finds herself entering unchartered territory when she and David Fielding meet and fall in love. But love, like death, brings many buried feelings back into sharp focus.
	Heinemann
	

	
	
	Quartet in Autumn
	0525483799
	Barbara Pym
	Quartet in Autumn is the first of Barbara Pym’s later novels and is considered by many to be her masterpiece.  It was written during a time when the author had lost hope of ever being published again and is drawn from Pym’s own confrontation with mortality, but is leavened by her dry wit.  This softly compelling story of human dignity in the midst of hopelessness presents us with four elderly single people who work in the same office.  When the two women retire, this act threatens the lives of all four.  Out of tragicomic themes of old age, Barbara Pym has written a tale of almost musical perfection.
	Macmillan
	2
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	Saville
	0380018896
	David Storey
	Set in South Yorkshire, this is the story of Colin's struggle to come to terms with his family - his mercurial, ambitious father, his deep-feeling, long-suffering mother - and to escape the stifling heritage of the raw mining community into which he was born. This book won the 1976 Booker Prize.
	Cape
	

	
	
	An Instant in the Wind
	0140080147
	Andre Brink
	In early 1749 a white woman and a black man are stranded together in the wilderness of the South African interior. She is an educated person, totally helpless in the wilds. He is a runaway slave. As they face the long trek back to civilization, a fellowship emerges between them.
	W.H. Allen
	

	
	
	Rising
	0718115236
	R.C. Hutchinson
	Rising was R.C. Hutchinson’s last novel, the final pages of which he was writing on the day he died.  The powerful re-creation of an episode in South American history, it is also the profound exploration of human relationships and the struggle between good and evil.

Sabino—the outcast member of a rich mine-owning family—is renowned for his arrogance and brutality.  For reasons of personal revenge, he agrees to lead an expedition to crush saboteurs who are attacking a railway like vital to the mine. Leading his army of half-starved men across the arid and treacherous landscape, Sabino also embarks on a journey of the soul.
	Michael Joseph
	

	
	
	The Doctor’s Wife
	0586087397
	Brian Moore
	Shortlisted for the 1976 Booker Prize, this is a novel about an ordinary woman, in the middle of her life, seized by love for a younger man. The author also wrote "The Colour of Blood", "The Lonely Passion of Judith Hearne" and "The Doctor's Wife".
	Cape
	

	
	
	King Fisher Lives
	071811471X
	Julian Rathbone
	Dramatic story set in Spain, with an interesting subtext from Shakespeare's Timon of Athens. Shortlisted for the Booker Prize and somewhat scarce.
	Michael Joseph
	

	
	
	The Children of Dynmouth
	0140047182
	William Trevor
	A small, pretty seaside town is harshly exposed by a young boy’s curiosity.  His prurient interest, oddly motivated, leaves few people unaffected—and the consequences cannot be ignored.
	Bodley Head
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	Heat and Dust
	0671646575
	Ruth Prawer Jhabvala
	Set in India, Heat and Dust is the story of Olivia, a beautiful, spoiled, bored English colonial wife in the 1920s who is drawn inexorably into the spell of the Nawab, a minor Indian prince deeply involved in plots and intrigues.  Olivia outrages the tiny, suffocating town where her husband is a civil servant by eloping with the captivating Nawab.

It is also the story of Olivia’s step-granddaughter who, fifty years later, is drawn to India by her fascination with the letters left behind by the now dead older woman, and by her obsession with solving the enigma of Olivia’s scandal.

A penetrating and compassionate love story, this brilliant novel immerses the reader in the heat, dust, and squalor of India, while providing a compelling mixture of the spiritual and the sensual.
	John Murray
	1

	
	
	Gossip From the Forest
	0156364697
	Thomas Keneally
	"The unimaginable slaughter that has become the First World War has continued unabated since August 1914, and now, in the late fall of 1918, on an obscure railway siding at Compiègne, France, a group of intractable old men gather to negotiate an armistice. With Allied victory a certainty, monumental old Marshall Foch, flanked by Maxime Weygand and British Admiral Wemyss, seeks to crush the enemy at the negotiating table. With the Kaiser in seclusion, idealist Matthias Erzberger has been dispatched to pick what shards of mercy he can from the wreckage of the old order. As the Allied leaders press for total submission, Erzberger, haunted by the prospect of famine and revolution in the gathering German winter, angles for better terms. And so they talk on and on, as the guns roar and men continue to die. 

"With the acute historical sensibility that is the hallmark of his work, Thomas Keneally has re-created the forging of the armistice in an illuminating and intimate portrayal of personal prejudice and political obstinacy." 
	Collins
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	The Conservationist
	0140047166
	Nadine Gordimer
	Mehring is rich.  He has all the privileges and possessions that South Africa has to offer, but his possessions refuse to remain objects.  His wife, son, and mistress leave him; his foreman and workers become increasingly indifferent to his stewardship; even the land rises up, as drought, then flood, destroy his farm.

Nadine Gordimer’s fascinating portrait of a man both reckless and calculating, a “conservationist” left only with the possibility of self-preservation, is also a subtle and detailed study of the forces and relationships that seethe in South Africa today.
	Cape
	1

	
	
	Holiday
	0907123 430
	Stanley Middleton
	Holiday is the story of a man who leaves his wife and spends a week in a seaside boarding-house looking back over all that went wrong with his marriage.
	Hutchinson
	

	
	
	Ending Up
	0151287961
	Kingsley Amis
	At Tuppenny-Hapenny Cottage a clutch of oldsters, brought together more by ill fortune than blood or love, struggles with problems that range from penury to prostate. That's the good news. The rest is Amis as usual, providing fun for himself and his readers at the expense of his characters.
	Cape
	2

	
	
	The Bottle Factory Outing
	0786701463
	Beryl Bainbridge
	Freda and Brenda go on an outing with their fellow-workers at a wine-bottling factory. Unexpected horror is the result. This novel was nominated for the Booker Prize in 1974 and won the Guardian Fiction Award.
	Duckworth
	

	
	
	In Their Wisdom
	1842324349
	C.P. Snow
	Old Massie is dead.  Irascible and eccentric to the end, he has left his considerable fortune to the ne’er-do-well son of his rectory-companion.  The will is contested by Massie’s daughter, and a dramatic struggle ensues, the repercussions of which are felt even in the House of Lords.

Remarkable for both its wealth of sharply drawn characters and its insights into heritage and inheritance in contemporary England, In Their Wisdom rivals Dickens’s Bleak House in its compelling creation of an epic legal struggle
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	The Siege of Krishnapur
	159017092X
	J.G. Farrell
	The Siege of Krishnapur is thought by many to be J. G. Farrell's finest book. Set in India in 1857 (the year of the Great Mutiny, when the Indian sepoys rose in bloody rebellion against their complacent British overlords), Farrell's novel concerns a remote Victorian outpost in the subcontinent. Rumors of strife filter in from afar, but the colonial community remains confident of its superior values, culture, and, of course, military strength - that is, until it is actually under siege. Then gaping cracks begin to open in the veneer of civilization.
	Weidenfeld & Nicolson
	

	
	
	The Dressmaker
	0786703229
	Beryl Bainbridge
	If Liverpool in 1944 was grim for Rita and her aunts Nellie and Margo, Rita knew that life in America was gay and rich - she'd seen it in the movies. So when a GI came to call, she was sure that love and escape would follow. But Nellie knew different - the boy would have to go.
	Duckworth
	

	
	
	The Green Equinox
	0718111699
	Elizabeth Mavor
	Not available.
	Michael Joseph
	

	
	
	The Black Prince
	1121810039
	Iris Murdoch
	Murdoch's 15th novel is a study of artistic inspiration, a love song to Shakespeare, and to a dark god, the "Black Prince". Bradley Pearson, is an elderly "blocked" writer; his best friend, Arnold Baffin, is a bestselling author. Jealousy, fear, love, hate and misunderstanding bedevil the pair.
	Chatto & Windus
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	G
	0679736549
	John Berger
	In this luminous novel -- winner of Britain's prestigious Booker Prize -- John Berger relates the story of "G.," a young man forging an energetic sexual career in Europe during the early years of this century. With profound compassion, Berger explores the hearts and minds of both men and women, and what happens during sex, to reveal the conditions of the Don Juan's success: his essential loneliness, the quiet cumulation in each of his sexual experiences of all of those that precede it, the tenderness that infuses even the briefest of his encounters, and the way women experience their own extraordinariness through their moments with him. All of this Berger sets against the turbulent backdrop of Garibaldi and the failed revolution of Milanese workers in 1898, the Boer War, and the first flight across the Alps, making G. a brilliant novel about the search for intimacy in history's private moments.
	Weidenfeld & Nicolson
	2

	
	
	Bird of Night
	1856953688
	Susan Hill
	Francis Croft, the greatest poet of his age, was mad.  His world was a nightmare of internal furies and haunting poetic vision.  Harvey Lawson watched and protected him until his final suicide.  From his solitary old age Harvey writes this brief account of their twenty years together and then burns all the papers to shut out an inquisitive world.

The tautness and control that characterize Susan Hill’s work are abundantly evident in The Bird of Night as she magnificently handles the heights and depths, the splendours and miseries of madness and friendship.
	Hamish Hamilton
	1

	
	
	The Chant of Jimmy Blacksmith
	0140036202
	Thomas Keneally
	"Jimmie Blacksmith is the son of an Aboriginal mother and a white father. A missionary shows him what it means to be white - already he is only too aware of what it means to be black. Exploited by his white employers and betrayed by his white wife Jimmie cannot take any more. He must find a way to express his rage. 

"The Chant of Jimmie Blacksmith is based on an actual incident that occurred at the turn of the century. Set against the background of a turbulent Australian history, Thomas Keneally records with clarity the chant of one troubled man." 


	Angus & Robertson
	

	
	
	Pasmore
	0582105293
	David Storey
	Colin Pasmore is almost thirty, a lecturer in history at a university in London.  Married, with three young children, settled in his job as well as in his private life, he is suddenly beset by a dream which, almost without his being aware of it, undermines his entire life.  He sees his home, his friends, his work gradually slip away from him; terrified and bewildered, he seems condemned irretrievably to experience the total destruction not only of the life he knew but of his own moral and psychic nature.

This is unquestionably David Storey’s most important novel; it expresses movingly, with great cogency and simplicity, the downfall and subsequent regeneration of a man who, in all senses of the word, has given himself up for lost.

Pasmore is the product of a writer who has been described as “the leading novelist of his generation.”  With this novel, David Storey can stand comparison with any other writer working in England today.
	Longman
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	In a Free State
	1400030552
	V.S. Naipaul
	This is a sequence, part fiction, part documentary, and at its heart is a novel of great brilliance.

This novel is set in a free state in Africa at a time of civil conflict when a once-ruling tribe is being decimated.  But for English people like Bobby and Linda, driving back from the capital to their expatriates’ compound, the roads are open.  Neutral, white, protected, they have both in their different ways found liberation in Africa, and they too might be said to be “in a free state,” But their neutrality will not last; there is danger on the open road.

Exploiter and exploited: it is one of the conditions of men in a free state that the roles should ceaselessly shift.  This is not the Africa of romance or “service,” but something infinitely more ambiguous.
	Deutsch
	

	
	
	The Big Chapel
	0905169530
	Thomas Kilroy
	Not available
	Faber & Faber
	

	
	
	Briefing for a Descent into Hell
	1400077265
	Doris Lessing
	An extraordinary blend of fantasy and realism, this is classic Lessing, reissued here with a stunning new cover design. Penniless, rambling and incoherent, a man is found wandering at night on London's Embankment. Taken to hospital and heavily sedated, he tells the doctors of his incredible fantastical voyage, adrift on the ocean, landing on unknown shores, flying on the back of a huge white bird. Identified as Charles Walker, a Cambridge Classics professor, he is visited by family and friends, each revealing clues to the nature of his breakdown: both his young wife, Felicity, and his mistress, Constance, have been troubled by his cold detachment; his fellow dons are bewildered by Watkins's recent anti-social outburst and anarchistic theories on the futility of education. As the doctors try to cure him, Watkins begins a fierce battle to hold on to his magnificent inner world, as it gradually acquires a greater reality than the everyday... An extraordinary blend of fantasy and realism, Briefing for a Descent into Hell is one of Doris Lessing's most brilliantly achieved novels; it links her early work, which explored the nature of subjectivity, with her later experiments in science fiction.
	Cape
	

	
	
	St. Urbain’s Horseman
	0140167692
	Mordecai Richler
	Jake Hersh, thirty-seven, is a near-famous film and TV director living in London—worlds away from the poor, Jewish St. Urbain’s Street in Montreal, where he grew up worshipping his cousin Joey, the Avenger on Horseback, missing since the age of eight-teen and presumed to be in Paraguay on the trail of the notorious Dr. Mengele.  Hersh’s life suddenly takes a turn for the worst when he is accused of an unspeakable crime by Ingrid, a sexy German au pair giel, and finds himself a prisoner in the dock at the Old Bailey.

In this complex, moving, and comic novel, Richler conveys a generation consumed with guilt—guilt at not joining every battle, at not healing every wound, and guilt at not riding to the rescue of all, side by side with the avenger himself, “St. Urbain’s Horseman.”
	Weidenfeld & Nicolson
	

	
	
	Goshawk’s Squadron
	0304356433
	Derek Robinson
	For Stanley Woolley, commanding officer of Goshawk Squadron, the romance of chivalry in the clouds is just a myth. The code he drums into his men is simple and savage: shoot the enemy in the back before he knows you're there. Even so, he believes the whole squadron will be dead within three months. Shortlisted for the Booker Prize, this is Derek Robinson's masterly novel of the war in the air over the Western Front in 1918.
	Heinemann
	

	
	
	Mrs. Palfrey at the Claremont
	0860682633
	Elizabeth Taylor
	rs Palfrey arrives at the Claremont Hotel where she will spend her remaining days. Her fellow residents are magnificently flawed and eccentric. Together, they fight off their twin enemies: boredom and the Grim Reaper. Then one day Mrs Palfrey encounters the handsome young writer, Ludo.
	Chatto & Windus
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	The Elected Member
	0349130221
	Bernice Rubens
	Norman was an infant prodigy, a brilliant lawyer, Member of Parliament, the shining hope of his Rabbi father.  Now he is lost, adrift in a world love can’t reach—even the love of a father too tender, a sister too kind—trapped in the haunting past that has marked them all.

But the past that hurts can also heal, and the love that falters can grow strong again.  The Elected Member is a luminous, deeply moving tale by one of Britain’s most acclaimed novelists.
	Eyre & Spottiswoode
	1

	
	
	John Brown’s Body
	1860497209
	A.L. Barker
	Child-wife Marise dislikes sex and is terrified of open spaces. When her husband casually mentions that he recognizes "Ralph" from the flat above as John Brown, acquitted for lack of evidence of a double murder, Marise encourages Ralph's attentions, in need of the combination of passion and fear.
	Hogarth Press
	

	
	
	Eva Trout
	0140182985
	Elizabeth Bowen
	Monolithic, rich, unloved, and with a genius for unreality, Eva Trout has a “capacity for making trouble, attracting trouble, strewing trouble around her” that is endless.

Eva Trout was Elizabeth Bowen’s last completed novel.  And here her elegant style, her gift for social comedy, and her intense sensibility combine to create one of her most formidable—and moving—heroines.
	Cape
	2

	
	
	Bruno’s Dream
	0099285371
	Iris Murdoch
	Bruno is nearly ninety. Obsessed with his past and a passion for spiders, he is the centre of a complex web of relationships involving his estranged son Miles; Danby, his hapless son-in-law; Danby's mistress, Adelaide; and her twin cousins, the vengeful Will and the mischievous, sinister Nigel.
	Chatto & Windus
	

	
	
	Mrs. Eckdorf in O’Neill’s Hotel
	0140107487
	William Trevor
	What was the tragedy that turned O'Neill's hotel from a plush establishment into a dingy house of disrepute? Ivy Eckdorf is determined to find out. A professional photographer, she has come to Dublin convinced that a tragic and beautiful tale lies behind the facade of this crumbling hotel.
	Bodley Head
	

	
	
	The Conjunction
	
	T.W. Wheeler
	Not available
	Angus & Robertson
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	Something to Answer For
	9997546393
	P.H. Newby
	Anthony West has called P.H. Newby “the most interesting and intellectually distinguished English writer to have come into view since the end of the Second World War.”  Something to Answer For brilliantly illuminates this judgment.

The story concerns itself with Jack Townrow, returned to Port Said as the 1956 Suez crisis is burgeoning.  His intention is simply to help the widow of an old friend settle her affairs—and benefit as he might thereby.  But nothing is simple: the widow is not uncertain what she wants to do; Townrow cannot find out how his friend died—or even where the body is.  And in the vortex of confusion, rumors, and violence, Townrow meets the Egyptian Jewess, Leah Strauss, an enigma, a temptation, and finally a consuming passion.

Subtly manipulating both his characters and his reader, the author removes the novel from the common stream of experience.  Unsuspectingly, Townrow is thrust into a clockless world, one that has lost its accustomed dimensions—a world we all inhabit in sleep, in fantasy in fever.  Neither he nor the reader can distinguish between the real and the unreal:  Is the coffin ever borne across an empty sea to Lebanon for burial?  Is it dream or delirium that Townrow is betrayed, nearly murdered, makes love, while the city shudders through its own life-and-death struggle?

Strange things happen to a man as he struggles toward self-discovery.  In Townrow’s search for identity, the present becomes sometimes a battleground, sometimes a no-man’s land, in the tug of war between the past and the future.  This book ends with the end of that war.  Neither a surrender nor a victory, it may perhaps be best described as a cessation of hostilities: the shooting is over, but the peace terms have yet to be fully worked out.  But this much Townrow learns: “A man had decided, absolutely, to answer for himself.”

In prose as evocative as poetry, the story seductively unfolds on two levels of reality, challenging and capturing the perceptive reader from beginning to end.
	Faber & Faber
	1

	
	
	Figures in a Landscape
	3764367407
	Barry England
	Two soldiers have escaped from a column of prisoners of war, with one gun and a few rounds of ammunition. Their most important resource being their instinct to survive. Safety is 400 miles away, across savage country but all the time they are pursued by a helicopter which hovers overhead. From the author of No Man's Land.
	Cape
	

	
	
	Impossible Object
	0916583090
	Nicholas Mosley
	Through the lives of a couple observed by different narrators, the eight artfully interconnected stories of Impossible Object explore the notion, exemplified by the controlling symbol of “the triangle that can exist in two dimensions but not in three,” that life can never be realized , except in the recognition of the impossibility of attaining it.  Nicholas Mosley’s provocative theme is as original as it is utterly compelling.
	Hodder & Stoughton
	2

	
	
	The Nice and The Good
	0140030344
	Iris Murdoch
	A novel originally published in 1968, revolving around a happily married couple and telling of a violent death, blackmail, suspected espionage, Black Arts, stress and terror, over which love conquers all.
	Chatto & Windus
	

	
	
	The Public Image
	0140031316
	Muriel Spark
	“An ethical shocker” is the summing-up of this dazzling book by its dazzlingly talented author. Annabel, one of Muriel Spark’s least equivocal and most enchanting heroines, is a film star whose public image is vulnerable.  Whose is not?  Muriel Spark’s unique view of human values is brilliantly illuminated by the contrasting aspects of its setting—among the ruthless flux of celebrity and fringe life in Italy “the motherland of sensation,” and placed among the changeless features of Rome.
	Macmillan
	

	
	
	From Scenes Like These
	1873631677
	G.M. Williams
	Set in a small west of Scotland town in the 1950s, From Scenes Like These is the powerful and violent story of Duncan Logan, an adolescent growing up fast in the austere years after the Second World War.  His father is brutal, his life seems drab and pointless, and the future looks bleak.  As his world begins to crumble around him, Duncan searches desperately for a way out, only to find himself trapped in a downward spiral of betrayal and violence...
	Secker & Warburg
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Note:  The synopses are pulled from book dustjackets or from publisher comments.  TurboBookSnob’s version of a book may be English, American, or Australian.
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